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Divine inſtitution and necesiry 


OF THE 


OFFICE MINISTERIAL, &c. 


| 
| 
Stcrt. þL | 


Hen ſeverall Nations, and differing Religions 
\ have without any famous mutuall inter- 
courſe agreed upon ſome common rites, and 
formes of Religion, becauſe one common 
effe cannot deſcend from chance, it is cer- 
tain they come to them by reaſon, or tradi- 
tionfrom their common Parents, or by imi- 
tation ; ſomething, that hath a common 


influence. If reaſoz be the principle, then it is more regular and 


— 


laſting, and admits of no other variety, thenas ſome men grow | 


unreaſonable, or that the reaſon ceaſes ; If tradition be the fountain, 
then it is not onely univerſall, and increaſes as the world is peopled, 
but remains alſo ſo long as we retain reverence to our Parents, or 
that we doenot think our ſelves wiſer then our forefathers ; But 
theſe two have produced Cuſtomes and Laws of the higheſt obli- 
gation : for whatſoever we commonly call th? Law of Nature, it is 
either a cuſtome of all the world derived from Noah or Adam, or 
elſe it is therefore done, becauſe natural] reaſon teaches us to doc ir 
in the order to the preſervation of our ſelves and the publique. 

But imitation of the cuſtomes of a: wile nation , is ſomething leſle, 
and yet it hath produced great conſent incxternall rites and offices 
of Religion, And ſince there is in ceremonies ſo great indifferency, 
there being no antecedent law to determine their practiſe, nothing 
in their nature to make them originally neceſſary, they grow into 
a Cuſtome or a Law according as they are capable ; For if a wiſc 
Prince, or a Governour, or a Nation, or a famous family hath 
choſen rites of common Religion, ſuch as were conſonant to the 


Analogy of his duty, expreſſive of his ſenſe, decent in the cSreſ- 
A 2 ſion, | 


I, 


The Dryme inſtitution of 


"alc Maxim: 
l.1.c.1, Philoſir, 
lib. 2. 
b Dion hiſteli. 5 4 
© A.Gell.lib.10, 
Cc. 15, 


 Tbid. 


Lib. 3. 


De przlctipt. 
C. 40. 

Hujs ſunt pai- 
tcs immnvitends 
weritaten!s qui 
ipſas quoque 73 
ſacramentoriem 
divinorum 1 
dolorum myſtc- 
1115 emnlat ute 
Tingit & ipſe 
quojdam utique 
ciedentes O& fir 
delcs ſos 3 Ox 
pratroncm dc 
liflorum de la- 
Vac'o ipro- 
mittit, & ſic 


adbuc initiat Mithie : ſignat illic in frontibus milites ſuos, celebrat &# panis oblationem & imaginem veſuricfionis 
inducit, & ſub gladio yedimit corenam. Quid, quod & ſummum Pontificem in unis nuptits flatuit ? habct &r 
virgines, habet & continentes. 2 ui ergo ipſas res de quibus ſacramenta Chnſfti adminiſlrantur tam emulantcy affc&; = 
wit expiimere m negotis idolffatiie, utique Ef idem & eodem ingenio gefttt, & potuat mſtrumenta quoque etrvina= | 
run 119 & ſanttorum Chriſtianorum ſenſum de ſenſubns , verba de verbus, parabolas dt parabolys, profane & «mu- 
le fide: attemperare, 


4» 


 fion, grave in the forme, or full of ornament in their repreſentment, | 


ſuch a thing is __ of no greater reaſon and needs no greater au-' 
 thority, but hath been, and may reaſonably enough be imitated 
upon the reputation of their wiſdome, _ diſintereſted choice, 
who being known wiſe perſons, or nations, took them firſt into 
their religious offices, 
| Thus the Jews and the Gentiles uſed * white garments in their 
holy offices and the Chriſtians thought it reaſonable enough from 
ſo unitedexample to doe fo too. Example was reaſon greatenough 
for that. The Gentile Prieſts were forbid to touch a dead body, 
to © eate leavened bread, to 4 mingle with ſecular imployments du- 
ring their attendance in holy offices z theſe they took up from the 
pattern of the Jews , and profeſſed it reaſonable to imitate a wiſe 
people in the rituals of their religion. The Gentile Prieſts uſed 
Ring and Staffe and Mitre ( ſaith Phzloſftratus: ) the Primitive 


| thought they might wiſely cnough imitate their innocent cuſtomes 


 mindes to the Chriſtian Religion by compliance in ceremonials, 


Biſhops did ſo too; and in the higheſt deteſtation of their follies 
and Prieſtly ornaments, and hoped they might better reconcile their 


then exaſperate them by rejecting their ancient and innocent cere- 
monies : for ſo the Apoſtles invited and inticed Judaiſme into 
Chriſtianity. 
And Tertullian complains of the Devils crati,who by imitating 
the Chriſtian rites reconciled mens mindes with that compliance to | 
a more charitable opinion of the Gentile ſuperſtition. The Devill 1x- 
« tending 10 draw the profeſſors of truth ts his own portion, or to preſerve | 


> | 


« his own in the ſame fetters he firſt put upon them, imilates the rites of | 
« our religion, adopting them into his ſuperſtition. He baptizes ſome of his 
« diſciples, and when he initiates them to the worſhip of Mithra promiſeth 
« them pardon of ſins,by that rite, he ſienes his ſouldiers in their forehead, 
« he repreſents the oblation of bread, and introduces repreſentments of 
« the reſurrection , and laboriouſly gets martyrs to his cauſe, His Prieſts 
« marry but once ; he hath his virgins and his abſtemious and continent 
« followers : that what Chriſtians love and the world commenas in them, 
« being adopted into the rituals of Idolatry, may allure ſome with the 
« beamty and fair imagery, and abuſe others with colour and phantaſtick 


c« faces, 


And thusalfoall wiſe men that intended to perſwade others to 
their religion, did it by retaining as much as they innocently could 
of thy other, that the change might not be too violent, and the 


perſons. 


the Office Miniſteriall 


perſons be more endeared by common rites and the relation and 
charity of likenefle and imitation. Thus did the Church and the 


| Synagogue, thus did-the Gentiles both to the Jewsand to the Chri- 


ſtians ; and all wiſe men did fo. *" 
© The Gentiles offered firſt fruits to their Gods, and their tithes 
to Hercwles,f kept vigils and anniverſaries, forbad marriages without 
the conſent of Parents, and clandeſtine contracts, thele were ob- 
ſerved with ſome variety according as the people were civill or lear- 
ned; and according to the degree of the eradltion, or as the thing 
was reaſonable, ſo theſe cuſtomes were more orlefle univerſall. 
But when all wiſe people, nay when abſolutely all rhe world have 
conſented upon a rite, it cannot derive from a fountain lower then 
the current, but ir muſt either be a command which God hath gi- 
yen to all the world , ( and ſo Socrates in Xenophon, Quod ab omnibus 
gentibys obſervatum eſt, i4 non niſi 4 Deo ſancitum eſſe dicendumeſt)or 
a tradition, or a law deſcending from our common parents, or a 
reaſon derived from the nature of things; there cannor in the world 
be any thing great enough to take away ſuch a rite, except ancx- 
preſſe divine commandement : and a man by the ſame reaſon may 
marry his neareſt relative as he may deny to worſhip God by the re- 
Citation of his prayſes and excellencics becauſe reaſon and a very 
common tradition have made almoſt all the world conſent in theſe 
two things that we muſt abſtain from the mixtures of our neareſt 
kindred, and that we muſt worſhip God by recounting and decla- 
ring excellent things concerning him, | 
I have inſtanced in two things in which I am ſure to finde the 
teweſt adverſaries, ( I ſaid thefeweſt; for there are ſome men which 
have loſt all humanity) but theſe two great inſtances are not atteſted 
with ſo univerſall a tradition and practiſe of the world as this that 
is now in queſtion. For in ſome nations they have married their 
ſiſters,ſo did theMagi among thePerſians: pryruymu of Mage pnlpa- 
a, xa i adIeApaic miyyugda Gowns ſays Tatianws in Clemens Alex- 
andrinus and Bardiſanes Syrus in Euſebius. And the Greeks worſhip- 
ped Hercules by railing, and Mercury by throwing ſtones at him. 
But there was never any people but had their Prieſts and Prefidents 
of religious rites, and kept holy things within a mure, that the peo- 
le might not approach to handle the myſteries : and therefore be- 
ides that ir is a receſſion from the cuſtomes of mankinde, and 


charges us with the diſreſpeR of all the world ( which is an incuri-- 


ouſneſſe nextto infinite )it is alſo a doing againſt that which all the 
reaſon of all the wiſe men of the world have choſen antecedently 
or ex poſt fatto, and he muſt have a ſtrange underſtanding, whois 
not perkwaded by that which hath determined all the world. 

For religion cannot be ar all in communities of men withour 
ſome to guide, to miniſter, to preſerve and to preſcribe the offices 


and miniſterics : What can profane at bur that which 


—— 
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makes rhem common 2 and what can make them common more | : 
then when common perfons handle them, when there is no diſtin- 
Rion of Perſons in their miniſtration 2 For although places arc 
good acceſſories to religion, yet in all religions they were ſo ac- 
cidentall to it, that a facrifice might hallow the place,but the place 
( unleſfe it were naturally impure) could not deſecrate the ſacrifice: 
and therefore Facob worſhipped upon a ſtone, offered upon a turfe, 
and the Arke reſted in 0bed- Edoms houſe, and was holy in Dagoxs 
Temple; and hils and groves, ficlds and orchards, according to 
the ſeverall cuſtomes of the nations, were the places of addrelle , 
But a cominoh perſon miniſtring, was ſo near a circumſtance, and 
was ſo mingled withthe aQtion, that fince the material! part and 
exteriour ations of Religion could be acted and perſonated by any 
man,there was ſcarce any thing lefr ro make it religious, but the at- 
trecation of the rites by a holy perſon; A Holy place is ſomething, « 
ſeparate time is ſomething, preſcript form of words is more,S& ſeparate 
and ſolemn attions ate more yet; bur all theſe are made commoa by a 
comon perſon, & therfore withour a diſtinion of perſons have not 
a natural and reaſonable diſtinCtion of ſolemaity & exterior religion. 
And indeed it were a great diſreputation to religion,that all great 
and publique things, and every artifice or profitable ſcience. ſhould 
in all the ſocieties of men be diſtinguiſhed by profeſſors, artiſts an | 
_ miniſters ; and onely religion ſhould he in common, apr t& 
bruiſed by the hard hand of mechanicks, and ullicd by the ru + 
der touch of undiſcerning and undiſtinguiſhed perſons , for al- | 
though the light of it ſhines to all, and fo farre cyery mans 1nte- | 
reſtis concerned in religion, yer it were not handſome thar every | 
man ſhould take the taper in his hand : and religion is no more 19 | 
be handled by all men, then the laws are to be diſpenſed by all, by | . 
whom they are to be obeyed; though both in religion and the laws, 
all men have a common intereſt, | | 
For ſince all meanesmuſt have ſome equality or proportion to- | 
wards their end, that they may of their own being or by inſticution | 
be ſymbolicall, it is but reaſonable that by elevated and ſublimed 
inſtruments we ſhould be promoted rowards an end ſupernatuall 
and divine ; now beſides, that of all the inſtruments of diſtinRion, 
the.perſon is the moſt principall and apt for the honour of religion 
(and to make our religion honourable 1s part of the religion it (elf )it 
is alſo apr for the uſes of it, ſuch as are, preſerving the rights, or- 
dering, decent miniſtration, diſpenſing the laws of religion, judging 
cauſes, ceremonies and accidents; and he that appoints not ” 
to miniſter his religion, cares not how it 1s performed; and he that 
cares (0 little, will finde a great contempr paſle upon it,and a cheap- 
neſſe meaner then of the meancſt civill offices;and he that is content 
with that, cares not hoy little honour God receives, when he pre» 
ſents to hit a cheape, a common, and a diſhonotable religion. 
| But i 


——— 


s 
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But the very naturall deſign of religion forces us to a diſtinRtion IO, 
of perſons in order to the miniſtration ; for beſides that every man 

isnot fit to approach to God with all his ſord:s and adherent in- 
diſpoſitions ; an aſſignment in rcaſon muſt be made of certain per- 
ſons, whoſe w_ muſt be holy, and their perſons taught robe 
holy, by ſuch a ſolemn and religious aflignment ; that thoſe -per- 
ſons being made higher then the people by their calling and religion, 
and yet our brethren in nature, may be intermediall between God 
and the people, and preſent to God the peoples needs, and be in- 
ſtrumentall ro the reconveying Gods blefsing upon thoſe whoſe 
fiduciaries they are. Wis laſt depends upon Gods own a, and de 
fignation,and therefore muſt af:erwards be proved by teſtimonies 
| of his own, that he hath accepted ſuch fro to ſuch purpoles z 
but the former part we our ſelves are taught by naturall reaſon, by 
the rules of proportion, by the honour we owe unto religion, by 
the hopes of our own advantages, and by the diſtance between God 
and us, towards which we ſhould thruſt up | — as high as they 
are capable. And that all the world hath done prudently in this, 
we arc confirmed by Gods own at, who knowing it was moſt a- 
greeable, not onely to the conſtitution of religion, and of our ad- 
dreſſes to God, but to our meer neceſsitics alſo, did in his glorious 
wiſdome ſend his ſonne, and made him apt to become a mediator 
between himſelf and us, by clothing him with our nature,and deck- 
ing him with great participation of his own' excellencies, that he 
might doc our worke, the worke of his own humane nature, and by | 
his great ſanity and wiſdome approach neer ro Gods mercy. ſeat , 
whither our imperfections and fins could not have neer accelle. 

And this conſideration is not onely good reaſon, but true divint- 
ty, and was a conſideration in the Greek Church, and affixed to the | 
head of a prayer as the reaſon of their addreſſe ro God in deſigning | 
miniſters in religion. 0 Lord God who becauſe mans oo Epiſe. Kdus 3 
nature cannot of it ſelfe approach to thy gloriows Deity, gas; 57 + Ie n wi Nrada 
haſt appointed Maſters and Teachers of the ſame paſſions 7iv dvigews gia ml Tis winiſes 
with our ſelves, whom thou haſt placed in thy throne, LES, "x" f x" tor 
viz, in the miniſtery of the kingdome, to bring ſacrt- xganous Thy coy «71ov]as Bepvov 
fices and oblations in behalfe of thy people, &c. Andin- De my _ 4a 
deed ifthe greatneſſe of an imployment ſeparates * © " y 
perſons from the valgus, either we muſt thinke the immediate of- 
tices of religion and the entercourſe with God to be the meaneſt of 
imployments, or the perſons ſo officiating to receive their eſtimate 
accordingto the excellency of their offices, 

And thus it was amongſt the Jews and Gentiles before Chriſts | 12, 
time, amongſt whom they not onely ſeparated perſoas for the fer- 
vice of their Gods reſpeRively, but choſe the beſt of men and the 
Princes of the people to line in their myſteries, and adorned 


II, 


them with the greateſt honours and ſpeciall immunities. _— the | 
- ews, 
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Jews, the Pricſthood was ſo honourable, that although the ex- 
peRation which cach Tribe had of the Meſsias was reaſon enough 
to make them obſerve the law of diſtin marriages, yet it was per* 
mitred tothe Tribe of Levi to marry with the Kingly Tribc of 
Fudah, that they alſo might have the honour and portion of the 
Meſsias's moſt- glorious generation; and for the Prieſthood of 
Aaron it was yiew iEaipslev, we Ear , oAupmor Khug, ſaith 
Phils, a celeftiall honour, not an earthly, a heavenly profeſsien, and it 
grew ſo high and was ſo naturalized into that nation to honour their 
Prieſts and myſtick perſons, that they made it the pretence of their 
warres and mutinics againſt their conquerors. Honor ſacerdotii fir. 
mamentum potentte aemcbater faith Tacitus, ſpeaking of their warres 
againſt Antiochs ; the honour of their Prieſthood was the ſtrength 
of their cauſe, and the pretence of their armes; and all the greateſt 
honour they could doe to their Prieſthood they fairly derived from 
a divine precept, that the Prince andthe People and the Elders and the 
Synagogue ſhould goe in and out, that is, ſhould commence and finiſh 
their greateſt and moſt ſolemn ations at the voice and command of 
the Prieſt ; And therefore po. Agrippa did himſelf honour in his 
Epiſtle to Cajus Ceſar. * I had Kings that were my anceſtors,and 
ſome of them were high Prieſts,which dignity they eſteemed higher 
then their Royall purple,beleeving that Prieſthood to be gremer then 
the kingdome, as God is greater then men. 


onsiay Tis ieggourng & Jeiſigg rites mYuevon, 5 voulGor]es raw $rds avipdmey agiget, rye 
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And this great eſtimate of the Miniſters of their religion derived 
it ſelfe from the Jewes unto their enemies the Philiſtznes that dywelr 
upon their skirts z inſomuch that in rhe hill of God where there 
was a garriſon of the Philiſtines, there was alſo a colledge of Pro- 
phets newly inſtirured by Samnel ( from whom becauſe he was 
their founder, S, Peter reckoned the ordinary deſcent from Samuel ) 
unharmed and undiſturbed though they were enemies to the nation; 
and when David fled from Saul, he came to Natioth where the Pro- 
phets dwelt, and thought to take ſanRuary there, knowing it was a 
priviledged place; there it was where Sauls meſſengers, and Saul him- 
ſelfe turned Prophets,thar they might eſtimate the place and pre- 
ſerve its priviledge, himſelfe becoming one of their ſociety. 

For this was obſcrved amongſt all nations that beſides the band 
of humanity forbidding ſouldiers to touch unarmed people, as by 
all religions and all nations Prieſts ever were, the very (Rredneflc 
of their perſons ſhould exempt them from violence, and the chan- 
ces Or infolencies of warre. Thus the Cretians did to their. Pricſts 


| andto the xalaxaule: the perſons who were appointed for buriall 


of the dead, the ſame with the zgm@7ai, or foſſars in the Primitive 
Church, no ſouldiers durſt touch them; they had the priviledge of 


religion 


— 


the Office Muuſteriall, 


» 


_ 


religion, the immunity of Prieſts, Hos que necabant non erant pure | 


mans; and therefore ir grew up into a proverb , when they in- / 
tended to expreſſe a moſt deſtructive and unnaturall warre, 24; 
mvppopG ixeipn, not ſo muchas the Prieſts thac carried fire before 
the army did eſcape; the ſame with that in Homer in the caſe of 
meſlengers, 

"Ourer emul oic i" ayyiroy daoreed a 

"Avoppoy mol & Gy 


Not ſo much as a meſſenger returned into the City : Theſe 
were ſacred and therefore exempt perſons, and fo were the Ele; 
among the Grecians as being ſacred to Fupiter, ſafe from the hoſti- 
lity of a profeſſed enemy ; the ſame which was obſerved amoneſt | 
the Romans, 


Quits homo eſt tanta confidentis 
Qui [aterdotems audeat violare | 
At magno cum malo ſuo fecit Hercule, 

But this is but one inſtance of advantage. 

The Gentiles having once ſeparated their Prieſts, and affixed 
them to the miniſteries of religion , thought nothing great 
cnough cither to expreſle the dignity of their imployment, or good 
enough to doe honour to their perſons,and it is largely diſcourled of 
by Cicero, in the caſe of the Roman Augures , Maximum autem & 
preſtantiſsimum in Rep. jus eſt Augurum, cum eſt authoritati conjun- 
aum: neque vero hoc quia ſum ipſe Augur ita ſentio, ſed quia ſic exiſtt- 
mare nos neceſſe eſt. Quid enim majus eſt, ſi de jure querimus, quan 
poſſe a ſunsmis imperiis & ſummis poteftatibus comitia tollere ? concilia 
vel inſtituta dimittere, vel habita reſcindere? . Quid magnificentins quam 
poſſe decernere ut magiſtratu ſe abdicent conſules? quid religioſius quam cum 
populo, cumplebe agendi jus aut dare aut non dare ? It was a valt power 
theſe men had,to be in proportion to their greateſt hozovr: they had 
power of bidding and diſſolving publick meetings, of indicing ſo- 
lemnities of religion z juſt as the Chriſtian Biſhops had in the be- 
ginning of Chriſtianity ; they commanded pub lick faſts, at their 
indiRion onely they were celebrated ; Ben? autem quod & Epiſcops 
univerſe plebi mandare jejunia aſſelent ; non dico induſtria ftipium con 
ferendarum, ut veſtre capture eſt, ſed interdum , & aliqua ſollicitudinis 
Eccleſgaſtice cauſa. The Biſhops alſo called publick conventions Ec- 
cleſiaſticall. Aguntur precepta per Gracias illas certis in locis concilta 
ex univerſis Eccleſits, per que et altiora queque in commune iract autur 
& ipſa repreſentatio totins nominis Chriſtiani magna veneratione celel®da 
tur. It was ſo inall religions ; the Axtiftites, the preſidents of rites 


| and guides of conſciences had great immiſfſions and influences into 


the republick, and communities of men, and they verified the (ay- 
ing of T acttus, Deum munere funmmun pontificem, ctians ſunumun ho- 
minem eſſe, non emulatione, non odio, aut privatis affettionibus obnoxi- 
um, The chief Prieſt was ever the chief man, and free from the 
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| power ſometimes to the ruine of their Kings, till- they were jultly 


—_ 


| envies,and ſcornes, and troubles of popular peeviſhneſle and con- 


tumacy ; and that I may uſe the expreflion of Tacitys, utque gliſce- 
ret dignatio ſacerdotum, ( for all the great traverſes of the republick 
were in their difpoling ) atque ipſis promptior animns foret ad capeſ- 
ſendas ceremonias,the very lower inſtitutions of their religion were 
ſet up with the markes of ſpeciall laws and priviledges ; infomuch 
that the ſeat of the Emprelic inthe Theatre was among the Veſtall 
virgins. | 

Bur the higheſt had all that could be heaped upon them, till 
their honours were as ſublimed as their funions. * Amongtt the 
Ethiopians the Prieſts gave laws to their Princes, and they uſed their 


removed; » Among the Egyptians the Prieſts were their Judges; 
ſo they werein Athens ; for the Areopagites were Prieſts; and the |. 
Druids among the Gawles were Judges of murder, of titles of land, 
of bounds, and inheritances, magno apud eos ſunt honore, nam fere de 
omnibus controverſits publicts privatiſque conſtituunt ;, and tor the Magz 
of Perſia and India, Strabo reports eXE1VY5 OUVELVC Tos CLUTUN Cam: 
Agum ws Ts Maryys Tois Tlipous v@nyuperes Ta& mes 14 we, they 
converſed with Kings, meaning they were their counſellours and 
guides of their conſciences. And Herodotus in Enſtathins tells us of 
the Tayus m Vo oy AtAGors or bevmegmu, the divinc order of Pro- 
phers or Prieſts in Delphos,goararro pale Tor Bandiwr, they did cate 
of the publick proviſions together with Kings. By theſe honours 
they gave teſtimony of their religion, not onely ſeparating certain 
perſons for the ſervice of their Temples, but alſo ſeparating their 
condition from the impurities and the contempr of the world ; as 
knowing, that they who were to converſe with their Gods, were to | 
be elevated from the common condition of men and vulgar | 
miſeries. | | 

SE s Auos Iais puns 
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@£vaw yea I Beglov, 
As ſoon as Iwas made a Prieſt of 1deay Fupiter , all my gar- 
ments were white, and I declined to converſe with mortals. Nowe 
ſortis oportet illum eſſe qui jubente Deo canat, ſaid Seneca, He had 
need be ofa diſtin and ſeparate condition that ſings to the honour 
and at the command of God : thus it was among the Jews and 
Heathens. 


Ser, II, 


. 
Ow if Chriſtian Religion ſhould doe otherwiſe then all the 
Nevois hath done, either it muſt be becauſe the rites of 
Chriſtianity are of no myſtery and ſecret diſpenſation, but 
common aRions of an ordinary addreſſc,and cheap devotion,or elſe 
becauſe 


the Office Miniſteriall. 


——— 


off 


= 


| 


| 
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becauſe we undervalue all religion , that is, becauſe indeed we have « 


nothing of it, The firſt is diſhonorable to Chriſtianity, and falſe as 
ts greateſt enemy ; The ſecond, is ſhame to us ; and beth ſo unrea- 
ſonable and unnatural, that if we ſeparate nor certain perſons for 
the miniſterics of Chriſtianity, we muſt confeſle we have the worſt 
religion,or that we are the worſt of men. 

But ler us conſiderit upon its proper grounds. When Chriſt had 
choſen to himſelfe twelve Apoſtles, and was drawing now to the 
laſt ſcene of his life, he furniſhed them with commiſhons and abi- 
lities ro conſtitute and ere a Church, and to tranſmir ſuch powers 
as were apt for its continuation and perpetuity. And therefore to 
the Apoſtles in the capacity of Church officers, he made a promiſe 
That. he would be with them untill the end of the world, they might pre- 
ſonally be with him untill 'the end of the world, bur he could not 
be here with them, who after a ſhort courſe run, were to goe hence, 
and be no more ſeen: and therefore for the verification of the pro- 
miſe it is neceſſary that fince the promiſe was made for the benefit 
of the Church, and to them as the miniſters of the benefit, ſo long 
as the benefit was to be diſpenſed, ſo long they were to be ſuc- 
ceeded to, and therefore aſſiſted by the Holy Jeſus according to 
that glorious promiſe : Ou pgvors J's TuT Tais diamgoAois UmegeTa To 
ouveiver aulois, IG % AMY aUTES aAMAGs Tis pa Mmnais. v Jap 
Iraoy ot >orGoAot apt Ts ouyleAgias jeNoY Gv* y nay & 3; Tas 
p49 5135 vmmgyveimeu Tym. « Not onely to the Apoſtles, but abſo- 
« lutely and indefinitely to all Chriſts diſciples, their ſucceſſors, 
« he promiſed to abide for ever, even to the conſummarion of 
« the world, to the whole ſucceſſion of the Clergy : ſo Theo- 
« phylatt ' upon this place. 

And if we confider what were the power and graces Jeſus com- 
mitted to the diſpenſation of the Apoſtles, ſuch as were not tempo- 
rary, but laſting, ſucceſsive, and perpetuall, we muſt alſo conclude 
the miniſtery ro be perpetuall. I inſtance firſt in the power of 
binding and looſing remitting and retaining ſins, which Chriſt gave 
them together with his breathing on them the holy _ and a 
legation, and a ſpeciall commiſsion, as appears in S, Fohn , which 
power, what ſenſe ſoever it admirs of, could not expire with the 

rſons of the Apoſtles, unlefle the ſucceeding ages of the Church 
[ad no diſcipline, or government, no ſcandals to be removed, no 
weak perſons offended, no corrupt members to be cut off, no here- 
ticks reje&ted, no fins, ornopardon; and that were a more here- 
fie, then that of the Nowatiens, for they onely denyed this miniſtery 
in ſome caſes; not in all: ſaying, Prieftly abſolution was not fit to 
be diſpenſed ro them, who in time of perſecution had ſacrificed to 
idols. O43 yap Uvai ms Svmas pore eg, x} te ieptur, apylartve 
Teo Try a:peov, [ Twas, To thele ] only, pardon is to be diſpenſed 
without the miniſtery of the Prieſt , To theſe] who were jen 
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Bawlrug imavoayles, ſacrificers, and mingled the table of the Lord 
with the table of devils. Againſt other ſinners they were not ſo ſevere. 
But however, ſolong as that diſtintion remaines, of ſinnes unto 
death, and ſinnes not unto death ; there are a certain ſort of fins which 
areremediable, and cognoſcible, and judicable, and a power was 
diſpenſed toa diſtin ſort of perſons, to remit or retain thoſe ſins, 
which therefore muſt remain with the Apoſtles for cyer, tharis, 
with their perſons firſt, and then with the «: &x HaÞogyns with their 
ſucceſſors; becauſe the Church needs it for ever; and there was no- 
thing in the power that by relating to a preſent and temporary 
occalion did infinuate its ſhort life and ſpeedy expiration. 

In execution of this powet and purſuance of this commiſion, 
for which the power was given z the Apoſtles went forth, and all 
they upon whom this ſignature paſſed, 5; a Tevug m aqoy ele 
as Jiangriey Tru , Executed this power in appropriation and 
diſtin& miniſtery : it was the ſword of their proper miniſtery ;, and 
S. Paul docs almoſt exhibite his commiſsion and reades the words 
when he puts it in execution, and does highly verifie the parts and 
the conſequence of this argument z God hath reconciled us to himſelf 
by Chriſt Feſus, and hath given tous the miniſtery of reconciliation; and 
it followes, now then we are Embaſſadours for Chriſt. The miniſtery 
of reconciliation, is an appropriate miniſtery, 1 is commuted to us ; 
we are Embaſſadours, it is appropriate by virtue of Chriſts miſion, 
and legation. He hath givento us, he hath made and deputed certain 
Embaſſadours whom he hath ſent upon the meſſage, and mi- 
niſtery of reconcilement ; which is a plain expoſition of the words 
of his commiſsion, before recorded , Fohn 20. 21. 


S. Fames, who adviſes the fick perſon to ſend for the Elders of the 
Church, that they may pray over him , that they may anoint him, 
| that in that mn there may be confeſ#on. of ſins by the clinick or 

ſick perſon, and that after theſe preparatives, and in this miniſtery, 
his fins may be forgiven him. Now that this power fell into ſuc- 
ceſsion, this inſtance proves ; for the Elders were ſuch who had not 
the commiſsion immediately from Chriſt, but were perzmwicrey, 
they were fathers of the people, but ſons of the'Apoltles, and there- 
fore it is certain the power was not perſonall, and meerly Apoſto- 


evidencethe power was to be ſucceeded in; And when went it out ? 
when the anointing and miraculous healing ceaſed £ There is no 
reaſon for that. For forgiveneſle of fins was not a thing viſible, and 
| therefore could not be of the nature of miracles to confirme the 
| faith and chriſtianity firſt,and after its work was done, return to God 
| that gaveit; neither couldit be onely of preſent uſe to the Church, 
| but as eternall and laſting as fin is: and therefore there could be 
| nothing in the nature of the thing to make it ſo much as ſuſpicious, 


And that this alſo deſcended lower we have the teſtimony of | 


licall, but derived upon others by ſucha communication, as gives | 


» 
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it was preſently to expire. To 
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Aj Towhichalſol adde this conſideration, that the Holy Ghoſt | 
| which was to enablet he Apolittes in the preciſe office Apoſtolicall, 
as it was an office e xtraordinary, circumſtantionate, definite, and | 
to expire, «ll that, was promiſed ſhould: deſcend upon them after 
Chriſts aſcenſion, and was verified in Pentecoſt ; for ro that purpoſe 
to bring all things to their minde, all of Chriſts doRtine and all 
that was neceſſary of his life and miracles, and a power from aboye 
to enable them to ſpeake boldly and learnedly, and with tongues, 
all that,befides the other parts of ordinary power, was given them 
ten days after the Aſcenſion, And therefore the breathing the holy 
B | Ghoſt upon the Apoſtles in the oftaves of the reſurrection, and | | 
this mioa' with ſuch a power, was their ordinary miſſ10n, a (ending | 
them as ordinary Paſtors, and Curates of ſouls, with a powerto | 
govern, ( binding and looſing can mean no lefle :and they were the | 
words of the promiſe ) with a. power to miniſter reconciliation : | 
(for ſo S. Pau/expounds remitting and retaining ) which two were | 
the great hinges of the Goſpell, the one to invite and collect a 
Church, the other to governir; the one to diſpenſe the greateſt 
bleſſing in the world, the other to keep them in capacities of enjoy- 
ing it. For fince the holy Ghoſt was now aQually given to thelc 
C | purpoſes here expreſled, and yet in order to all their extraordina- 
ries and temporary needs was promiſed to deſcend after this,there is 
no colletion from hence more reaſonable, then to conclude all 
this to be part of their commiſsion of ordinary Apoſtleſhip, to | 
which the miniſters of religion were in all ages to ſucceed. In at-_ 
teſtation of all which, who pleaſe may ſee the united teſti- | 
mony of = S, Cyrill , » S, Chryſoſtome , © S. Ambroſe ,* S. Gre- | an John 20. 
gory, and the'* Author of the queſtions of the old and new | 21% = 
Teſtament,who unleſle by their calling ſhall rather be called perſons | ovetriqgryg 
intereſt, then by reaſon of their famous piety and integrity thall be | * Evarg. 
D | accepted as competent, are a very credible, and fair repreſentment | * Wh 93: 
of this truth, and that it was a dodtrine of Chriſtianity, that Chriſt 
gave this power to the Apoſtles for themſelves, and their ſucce(- | 
ſors for ever, and that therefore as Chriſt in the firſt donation, (o | 
alſo ſome Churches in the tradition of that power uſedthe ſame | 
forme of words intending the collation of the ſame power and (c- 
parating perſons for the work of that miniſtery, I end this with the 
counſell S. Auguſtine gives to all publick penitents , Yeniant ad 
Antiſtites per quos illis in Eccleſia claves miniſtrantur,&7 a prepoſitis 
ſacrorum accipiant ſatisfattionis ſue modum,let them come tothe Pre- 
E | fidents of religion by whom the Keys areminiſtred, and from the 
overnours of holy things let them receive thoſe injunRions which 
all exerciſe and ſignifie their repentance. 
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look to his cure, and flock, fo he had power to make deputations 
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which work he not onely at firſt defigned Apoſtles, bur 

others alſo were __ for the ſame work for ever, to 
all generations of the Church. This Commiſhan was figned imme- 
diately before Chriſts aſcenſion, Al/ power 15 given te we imheaver 
and in earth, Goe yee therefore and teach all nations, teaching them to 
obſerve all things whatſoever 1have commanded you, and loe I ans with you 
always even unto the endof the world, Firſt, Chnſt declared his own 
commilſsion, [' all power is given him into his hand ] he was now 
made King of all the creatures, and Prince of the Carholick 
Church ; and therefore as it concerned his care and providence to 


To ſecond power Linſtance in is preaching the Goſpel : for 


accordingly [ Goe yee therefore, Jimplying that the ſending them to 
this purupoſc om kt "ney becauſe the authori- 
Zing certain perſons was an a&t of power, or elſc becauſe the making 
them doors of the Churchand teachers of the Nations, was a 
placing them in an eminency above their ſcholars , and converts , 
and ſo alſo was an emanation: of that power which derived u 
Chriſt from his Father, from him deſcended upon the Apoſtles. | 
And the wiſer perſons of the world have always und ,thata 
poxwer of reaching was a preſidency and awthority; for ſinceall da- 
minion-is naturally founded in the underftanding ; although civill 
governmem accidentally, and by inevitable publick necefsity re- | 


lies upon other titles, yet where the greateſt underſtanding and | 


power of teaching is,there is a naturall preheminence and ſuperion- 
eatenus,that is according to the proportion of the excellency;and 
therfore in the inſtance of S. Paul we arc taught the ſtyle of the court, 
and Diſciples ſit at the feet of their Maſters,as he did atthe feet of his 
Tutor Gamaliel, which implies duty, ſubmiſſon, and ſubordination; 
and indeed it is the higheſt of any kinde, not oncly becauſe it is 
founded upon nature, bur becauſcit isa fubmiſsion of rhe moſt im- 
perious faculty we have, cven of that faculty which when we are re- 
moved from our Tutors, is ſubmitted to: none but God , for no 
man hath power over the underſtanding faculty ; and therefore fo 
long as we are under Tutors and inſtructors, we give to them that 
duty, in the ſucceſgon of which claim, none can fucceed but God 
himſclf, becauſe none elſe can fatisfic the underſtanding but he. 
Now then becauſe the Apoſtles were created Doctors of all the 
world, hoc ipſo they had power given them over the — 
of their diſciples, andthey were therefore fitted with an infalli 
ſpirit and grew to be ſo authentick that their determination was 
the laſt addreſle of all inquiries in queſtions of Chriſtianity : and al- 
though they were not abſolute Lords of their faith and finderſtan- 
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dings, as their Lord was, yet they had, under, God, a ſupreme care, 
and preſidency, to order, to guide, to inſtru, and toſarisfic their 
underſtandings z and thoſe whom they (ent out upon the ſame er- 
rand, according to the proportion and cxcellency of their ſpirit, had 
alſo a degree of ſuperiority and eminency z and therefore they who 
were xgmarns 6 Id aoxghig Labourers in the word and doctrine, 
were alſo aegermms aproBumrey: Presbyters that were Preſidents and 
Rulers of the Church, and this eminency is for ever to be retained 
according as the unskilfulneſſe of the Diſciple retains him inthe 
forme of C atechumens, or as the excellency of the inſtructor till 
keeps the diſtance, or elſe, as the office of teaching being orderly 
and regularly aſſigned makes a legall, politicall, and poſitive autho- 


rity, to which all thoſe perſons are for orders ſake to ſubmit, who 


polsibly in reſpe& of their perſonall abilities might be exempt from 
that authority. | 

Upon this ground it is, that learning amongſt wiſe perſons is 
eſtcemed a title of nobility and ſecular eminency : Ego enim quid 
aliud munificentie adhibere potui, ut [tudia, ut ſic dixerim, in umbra edu- 
cata e quibus claritudo venit, ſaid Seneca to Nero. And Ariſtotle and 
A. Gellins affirme that not onely excellency of extraction, or great 
fortunes, but learning alſo makes noble; circumundique ſedentibus 
multis doftrina.,aut gener, aut fortuna nobilibus viris : and therefore 
the Lawyers ſay, chat if a legacy be given pavperi nobili, the execu- 
tors, if they pleaſe, may give it to a Door, I onely make this uſe of 
it, that they who are by publick defignation appointed to teach, are 


alſo appointed in ſome ſenſe to governe them: and if learning it ſelf -. 


be a faire title to ſecular opinion, and advantages of honour, then 


they who are profeſſors of learning, and appointed to be publick | 


teachers,are alſo ſet above their diſciples as farre as the chair is above 
the Area or floor, that is, in that very relation of teachers and 
ſcholars : and therefore among the heathen the Prieſts who were to 
anſwer de myſteriis, ſometimes bore a ſcepter. 

Xpuot ava oxi, x eAiovelo mutas Agans. 
Upon which verſe of Homer — obſerves , onutioy I} Ban- 


| Agias, * Aowy, % Sinns To ox9TIpEY 1v, The ſcepter- was not onely 


an enſigne of a King, but of a Judge and of a Prophet, ir ſignified 
a power of anſwering in judgment, and wiſe ſentences. This diſ- 
courſe was occaſioned by our bleſſed Saviours illative z Al power 
is given me, zoe yee therefore and teach; and it concludes, that the ax- 
thority of Preaching is more then the faculty, thar it includes power and 


preſidency, that therefore a ſeparation of perſons is ex abundanti 


inferred, unleſſe order and authority be alſo caſuall, and thar all 
men alſo may be Governours as well as Preachers. 

Now that here was a plain ſeparation of ſome perſons for this mi- 
niſtery,I ſhall not need to prove by any other argument beſides the 
words of the Commiſsion ; fave onely that this may be added, that 
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here was more neceſſary, then a commilſsion; great abilities , ſpeciall 
aſsiſtances, extraordinary and divine knowledge, and underſtanding 
the myſteries of the kingdome ; ſo that theſe abilities were ſepara- 
tions enough of the perſons, and deſignation of the officers ; But 
this may poſsibly become the difficulty of the queſtion ; For, when 
the Apoſtles had filled the world with the Sermons of the Go- 
ſpel, and that the holy Ghoſt deſcended ina plentifull manner, then 
was the prophecy of Foel fulfilled, Old men dreamed dreams, and 
young men ſaw viſions, and ſons and dawghters did prophecy ; now the 
caſe was altered; and the diſciples themſelves iftart up doctors , 
and women prayed and prophecied, and Priſcilla ſate in the chaire 

with her husband Aquila, and Apolles ſat at their feet : and now all 

was common again and therefore although the commiſsion went 

out firſt to the Apoſtles, yet when by miracle God diſpenſed great 

gifts to the Laity, and to women, he gave probation that he inten- 

ded that all ſhould prophecy and preach, leſt thoſe gifts ſhould be 

to no purpoſe. This muſt be conſidered. 

I. Theſe gifts were miraculous verifications of the great promilc 
of the Father, of ſending the holy Ghoſt, and that all perſons were 
capable of that bleſsing 1n their ſeverall proportions, and that Chri- 
ſtianity did deſcend from God were ex abwndauti proved by thoſe 
extraregular diſpenſations : ſo that here is purpoſe enough ſignified 
although they be nor uſed to inferre an indiſtintion of officers in| 
this miniſtery. - 

2+ Theſe gifts were given extraregularly z but yet with ſome 
difference of perſons , for all did not prophecy, nor all interpret, 
nor all ſpeak with tongues; they were but a few that did all this; | 
we finde bur the daughters of one man onely,and Priſcilla among all 
the nations of the Jews that ever did prophecy, of the women; and 
of Laymen I remember not one but Aguila and Agabrns z and theſe 
will be but roo ſtraight an argument to Blend a whole order of men ; 
in a popular and vulgar indiſcrimination. 

3- Theſe extraordinary gifts were no authority to thoſe who had 
them, and noother commiſsion, to ſpeake in publick. And there- 
fore S. Paul forbids the women to ſpeak in the Church, and yet it 
was not denyed but ſome of them might have the ſpirit of prophecy. 
Speaking in the Church was part of an ordinary power, to which not 
onely ability but authority alſo and commiſton are required : That 
was Clearly one ſeparation 3 women were not capable of a clericall 
imployment, no not ſo much as of this miniſtery of preaching. And 
by this we may take ſpecdier account concerning Deaconeſles in 
the Primitive Church ; de Diaconiſsa ego Barthclomeus diſpons; O 
Epiſcope,impones ei manus preſentibus Presbyteris, Diaconis & Diaco- 
miſs1s,& dices, Reſpice ſuper hanc famwlam tuawm ; (0 it is in the confti- 
tutions Apoſtolicall under the name of S. Clement: By whichit 
ſhould ſcem they were ordained for ſome Eccleliaſticall _——y ; 

whic 
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which is alſo more credible by thoſe words of Tertullian, Quante i 1nexbort. ad 
igitur & que in Eccleſuis ordinari ſolent , que Des nubere maluerunt ? as 
And Sozomen tells of Olympics, Hanc enim cum genere efſet nobiliſcimo, | Lib. 4. c. 9. 
quamvis jwvenculam ex quo vidua facta erat, quia ex preſcripto Eccle- | 
ſr egregit philoſophatur, in Miniſſram Nettarius ordinat : and ſuch a | 
one it was, whom S. Baſil called impollutam ſacerdotem;, whatſoever £%: de virg, 
theſe Deaconeſles could be, they could not ſpeake in publick un- | 
leſle they did prevaricate the Apoſtolicall rule, given to the Corin- , 
thian and Epheſian Churches: And therefore though olympias was 
an excellent perſon, yet ſhe was no preacher ; ſhe wis a Philoſo- 
B | pher, not in her diſcourſe, but in her manner of living and belee- 
ving : Philoſophata ex eccleſie preſcripto, and that could not be by 
preaching : bur theſe Deaconeſles after the Apoſtolicall age, were 
the ſame with the 4gmwau co were, the good women, thar did do- 
meſtick offices and miniſter tro the temporall neceſsiry of the 
Churches in the days of the Apoſtles; Such a one was Phebe of 
Cenchreaz but they were not admitted to any holy or ſpirituall of- 
fice : ſowe have certain teſtimony from antiquity, whence the ob- 
jeRion comes. For ſo the Nicene councell exprelly : ewmnanuer Toy | 
Hz xgniorwy BC, emel pn? oetegtnoiay ma eyvos, we 55 ame; ON 
C Tots Acingis aumts eeTale dal, Deaconefſles are to be reckoned | 
in the Laity, becauſe they have no impoſition of hands, v4z. for 
any ſpirituall office. For they had impoſition of hands in ſome 
_ to temporall adminiſtrations about the Church, and a ſo- 
emn benediction, but 'nothing of the iczegmw Sora z the ſame |, | 
were the aprofumdes, mpoxgnpuar, the Presbytereſſes who were 
| | the awperrirear, or the governeiſes of women, in order to man- | 
ners and religion ; but theſe, though ( as Tertuliax affirmes, and 
Zonaras and Balſamo confeſle ) they were ſolemnly ordained and 
| ſet overthe women inſuch offices, yet pretended to nothing of the | 
clericall power or theright of ſpeaking in publick, "uw, _ _ 
So Epiphanins : There is an order of deaconeſſes in the yuanca, dx oy ofs ry he 
Church, but not to medle, or to attempt any of the «», 39], emgupiiy Ghi]pirey.. 
holy offices. And in this ſenſe it was that S. Ambroſe reckons it | i : Tim.c.z. 
amongſt the hereſics of the Cataphrygians, that they ordained their 
Deaconeſles, viz. to ſpirituall-muniſteries 3 but thoſe women that 
deſire to be meddling are not moved with ſuch diſcourſes ; they 
care for none of all theſe things ; therefore I remit them to the pre- 
on of the Apoſtle, But 1 ſuffer not a woman to teach but to be in | 1 Tim. 3. 12, 
Hence. 
E p And as for the mey who had gifts extraordinary of the Spirit, al- g 
though they were permitted ar firſt in the Corinthian Church ( be- ; 
fore there was a Biſhop, or a fixed colledge of Clergy ) to utter the 
inſpired ditates of the Spirit, yet whether they were Lay or 
Clergy is not there expreſſed, and it is more agreeable to the 


uſuall diſpenſation that the prophets of ordinary miniſtery, though 
LL B 3 non | 
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| office. To be able to performe an office, though it may be a fair 


| them, and yet they run; and the _ leaves it as an eſtabliſhed 


now extraordinarily aſſiſted ſhould prophecy in publick 5 but how- 


ever, when theſe extraordinaries did ceaſe, if they were common,| 


perſons, they had no pretence to invade the Chaire (nor that we': 


tinde ever did:)for an ordinary ability to ſpeake was never any wat- |: 
rant to diſturb an order ; unleſle they can (ay the words of S, Pawl | 


[Whereunto I am ordained a Preacher, ] they might not invade the- 


diſpoſition to make the perſon capable to receive it orderly, yer it 
docs not actually inveſt him z every wife man is not a counſellour 
of Scate, nor eyery good Lawyer a Judge. And I doubt not bur in 
the Jewiſh religion there were many perſons as able to pray as their 
Prieſts, who yet were wiſer then to refuſe the Prieſts advocation 
apud Dew, and reciting offices in behalfe of the people : Orabit pro. 
eo ſacerdos was the order of Gods appointing, though himſelf were 
a deyourt perſon and of an excellent ſpirit. And it had necd be 
ſomething extraordinary that muſt warrant an ordinary perſon to 
riſe higher then his own evenneſſe, and ability or 5kill is but a poſlibi- 
lity, and muſt be reduced to a& by ſomething that tranſmits autho- 
rity, or does eſtabliſh order, or diſtinguiſh perſons, and ſeparatc 
profeſſions. And it is very remarkable. that when Fudss had mil- 
carried and loſt his Apoſtolate, it was ſaid, that it was neceſſary for 
ſome body tobe choſen to be a witneſle of Chriſts reſurrection. 
Two were named, of ability ſufficient, but that was not all : they 
muſt chooſe one, to make up the number of the twelve, a diſtin 
ſeparate perſan; which ſhews that it was not onely a work ( for 
that, any of them might have done ) bat an office of ordinary mi- 
niſtery. The ability of doing which work although all they that li- 
ved with Feſ#s, might cither have had, or received at Pemtecoft, yet 
the authority and grace was more : the firſt they had upon cxpetri- 
ence, but this onely by divine eleion : which is a demonſtration 
that evety perſon x a can doc offices clericall is not permitted to 
doe them, and that beſides the knowledge and natwrall or artificial 
abilities, a divine qualification is neceſlary. 
And therefore God complains by the Prophet, 7hawve xot ſent 


rulc, How ſhall they preach except they be ſent ? which two places, I ſhall 
grant to be meant concerning a diſtint and a new meſſage ; Pro- 
phets muſt not offer any doctrine to the people or pretend a do&tine 
for which they had not a commiſsion from God. But which way 
ſoever they be expounded, they will conclude night inthis particular. 
For if they ſignifie an ordinary miſsion, then there is an ordinary 


miſsion of preachers which no man muſt aſurpe unlefle he can prove 
his title certainly and clearly, derivative from God ; which when 
any man of the Laity can doc, we muſt give himthe right hand of fel- 
lowſhip,and wiſh him good ſpeed. But if theſe words >. paay an cxtra- 
ordinary caſc, and that no meſſage muſt be pretende 


by Prophets 
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but what they have commiſſion for, then muſt not ordinary per- ( | 


ſons pretend an extraordinary miffion to an ordina ur- 
poſe : for beſides, that God does never doe things ctuulds. 
nor will endure that order be interrupted to no purpoſe, he will ne- 
ver give an extraordinary Commiſsion unleſle it be to a proportio- 
nable end 3 whoſoever pretends to a licenſe of preaching by reaſon 
of an extraordinary calling, muſt look that he be furniſhed with an 
extraordinary meſſage, leſt his Commiſsion be ridiculous ; and 
when he comes he muſt be ſure to ſhew his authority by an argu- 


ment proportionable , that is, by ſuch a probation without which | 


no wiſe man can reaſonably beleeve him , which cannot be lefle 
then miraculous and divine. In all other caſes he comes under the 
curſe of the yo» miſſi thoſe whom God ſent nor, they goe on their 
own errand, and muſt pay themſelves their wages, 

Bur beſides thar,the Apoſtles were therefore to have an immedi- 
ate miſsion, becauſe they were to receive new inſtructions : theſe 
inſtruQions were ſuch as were by an ordinary, and yct by a diſtin 
miniſtery ta be conveyed for ever after z and therefore did deſign 
an ordinary, ſucceſsive, and laſting power and authority. Nay our 
bleſſed Lord went one ſtep further in this proviſion, even to re- 
mark the very firſt ſucceſſors and partakersof this power, to be taken 
into the lot of thi miniſtery ; and they were the ſeventy two whom 
Chriſt had ſent (as probatjoners of their future preaching ) upon a 
ſhort errand into the Cities of F#dah : Burt by this aſsignation of 
more perſons then thoſe to whom he gave immediate commiſsion, 
hedid declare that the office of preaching was to be diſpenſed by a 
ſeparate and peculiar ſort of men, diſtin from the people, and yer 
by others then thoſe who had the commiſsion extraordinary z that 
is, by ſuch: who were to be called to it by an ordinary vocation. 

As Chriſt conſtituted the office and named the perſons, both ex- 
traordinary and ordinary, prefent and ſacceſsive; ſo he provided 
gifts for them too z that the whole difpenfation might be his and 
might be apparent. And therefore Chriſt when he aſcended up on 
high gave þ/.8 to men, to this very purpoſe z and theſe gifts com- 
ming from the ſame Spirit made ſeparation of diſtinct miniſteries 
underthe ſame Lord. So S. Paal teſtifies expreſly. Now there are 
diverſities of 'eifis,but the ſame ſpirit, x; Fre pions Prangnwy wn [there 
are different adminiſtrations  differencies of miniſteries ; it is the pro- 
per word for Church offices, the miniſtery, is diſtinguiſhed by the 
gift; Itis not 4 gift for the miniſtery, but the miniſtery it ſelfe is the 


gift , and diftingniſhed accordingly. An extraordinary miniſtery 


needs an extraordinary and 2 miraculous gift; that is a mi- 
raculons calline and vocation and deſignation by the holy Ghoſt ; 
but an ordinary gift cannot fublime an ordinary perſon to 


2 ſupernatural imployment; and from 'this diſcourſe of the 


differing gifts of the Spirit, S, Paw! withour any further artifice, 
| _ 
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ed, he addes, Are all 


concludes thatthe Spirir intended a diſtinction of Church officers 
for the work of the miniſtery ; for the concluſion of the diſcourſe 
is; that God hath ſet ſome in the Church , firſt Apoſtles, ſecondarily Pro- 
phets, thirdly Teachers, and leſt all Gods people ſhould uſurpe theſe 
offices, which Godby his Spirit hath made _ and diſtinguiſh- 
A = ? are all Prophets ? ave all Teachers ? 
If ſo, then were all the body one member, quite contrary to nature 
and to Gods Oceconomy, | 
And that this deſignation of diſtinct Church officers is for ever, 
S. Paul alſo affirmes as expreſly as this queſtion ſhall need ; He gave 
ſome Apoſtles, ſome Prophets, and ſome Evangeliſts, and ſome Paſtors and 
Teachers, es «pgov du 49vics, for the work of the miniſtery, till we all ar- 
rive at the unity of faith, which as ſoon as ir ſhall happen, then 
commeth the end. Till the end be, the gov 41a»grias the work of 
the Miniſtery muſt goe forwards, and is incumbent upon the Paſtors 
and Teachers ; this is their work, and they are the miniſters, whom 
the holy Ghoſt deſigned. | 
I, For, I conſider thar either to preach requires but an ordinary 
or an extraordinary ability ;, if it requires an extraordinary, they who 
are illiteratc and unlcarned perſons are the unfitteſt men in the world 
for it; if an ordinary ſufficiency will diſcharge it, why cannot they 
ſuppoſe the clergy of a competency, and ſtrength ſufficient to doe 
that which an ordinary underſtanding, and faculties can performe * 
what need theyentermeddle with that,to which no extraordinary al- 
fiſtance is required? or elſe why do they ſer their ſhoulder to ſuch a 
work, with which no ſtrength but extraordinary,is commenſurate*in 
the firſt caſe it is needleſle;in the ſecond it is uſeleſſe;in both vain and 
impertinent.For either no man needs their help,or if they did,theyare 
very unable to help;I am ſure they are, if they be unlearned perſons; 
and if they be learned , they -well enough know that to teach the 


| people is nor a power of ſpeaking, bur is alſo an act of juriſdiction | 


and authority,and in which,order is at leaſt concerned in an eminent 
degree : Learned men are not fo forward; and thoſe are moſt conhi- 
dent who have leaſt reaſon. 

2. Although as Homilies to the people are now uſed according 
to the ſmalleſt rate, many men more preach then ſhould, yet befides 
that to preach prudently, gravely, piouſly and with truth, requires more 
abilities then are diſcernible by the people, ſuch as make even a plain 
work reaſonable to wiſe men, and uſcfull to their hearers, and ac- 
ceptable tro God ; beſides this, I ſay, the office of reaching is of 
larger extent then making homilies or ſpeaking prettily enough to 
pleaſe the common and undiſcerning auditors, They that arc ap: 
pointed to teach the people muſt reſpondere de jure, give account of 
their faith in defiance of the numerous armics of Hereticks, they 
muſt watch for their flock, and uſe excellent arts to arme them a- 
gainſt all their weakneſſes from within, and hoſtilities from withour; 
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ſcrupulous, (arisfic the doubcfull, and be ready to anſwer caſes of 
conſcience ; and [ belceve there arc not ſo little as 5000 caſes al- 
ready ſtarted up among the Caſuiſts, and for ought I know, there 
may be 5000 times 5000 5 And thereare ſome caſes of conſcience 
that concern Kings and kingdomes in the higheſt myſteriouſneſſe, 
both of State and Religion, and they alſo belong to Paſtors for the 
intereſts of Religion, and Teachers to determine or adviſe in. Kpu- 
x45 20s atyyiaus Nut < «rÞpoy $1c, Im awous uns avle; Ieaxg: 
yovias peamvev, x wmv x & «vi por Buxels mx agegic. The preachers 
were always meſlengers between God and men, being Mediators by 
their ſacrifices , and they were intereſted in their councells , and 
| greater cauſes; And if religion can have influences into councells 
of Princes and publick intereſt of kingdomes, and that there can be 
any difficulty, latent ſenſes, intricacy of queſtion, or myſteriouſ- 
nefle in Divinity, it will be found that there are other parts of the 
Preachers office, beſides making homilies, and that when fo great 
Skill is required it will not be caſte to make pretenſes to invade it ; 
unleſſe a man cannot be an excellent Lawyer without twenty years 
Skill and praiſe, beſides excellency of naturall indowments, and 
yet can be an excellent Teacher and guide in all caſes of conſcience, 
meerly with opening his mouth, and rubbing his forchead hard. 
But God hath taken order that thoſe whom he hath appointed 
teachers of the people, ſhould make it the work and bufinefſe of 
their lives, that they ſhould diligently attend to reading, to exhor- 
tation, and to doQrine, that may watch over their flock, over 
whom the holy Ghoſt hath made them overſeers, The inconvenience that 
this diſcourſe is like to meet withall is, thatix concerns thoſe men 
who are ſure not to underſtand it : for they that have not the wiſ- 


| they muſt ſtrengehen the weak, confirme the ſtrong, compole the | 


Enftath. mn 
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dome. of Prophets and wiſe men, cannot ealily be brought to 
| know the degrees of diſtance between the others wiſdome and their 
own ignorance. To know that there is preat learning beyond us is 
a great part of learning z but they that have the confidence in the 
midſt of their deepeſt ignorance to teach others, want both mo- 
deſty and underſtanding too, cither-to perceive or to confeſle their 
own wants, they never kiſſed the lips of the wiſe, and therefore 
thinke all the world breaths a breath as fenny and mooriſh as them- 
ſelves, 
| 3. Beſides the conſideration of the ability that a ſeparate num- 
ber of men ſhould be the teachers, and it be not permitted promi- 
ſcuouſly toevery perſon of a confident language and bold fancy, is 
| highly neceflary in the point of prodence and duty too. Of Pru- 
| dence, becauſe there can be no ſecurity againſt all the evill doctrines 
of the world ina promiſcuous unchoſen company of Preachers. 
For if he be allowed the prexenſe of an extrqoainey, he hall belic 
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the holy Spirit, ro.couſen you, when he hath a-minde to it: If ar 
| auow 
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nature, there cannot in ſuch diſcourſes be any compenſation for the 
diſorder, or the danger, or the (chiſmes,and innumerable Churches, 
when one head and two members ſhall make a diſtin body, and all 
ſhall pretend to Chriſt, without any other common term of union. 
And this which is diſorder in the thing, is alſo diſboxoxrable to this 
part of religion; and the divine meſſages ſhall be conveyed to the 
people by common Curriers or rather meſſengers by chance, and as they 
goe = whereas God ſent at firſt Embaſſadowrs extraordinary, and 
then left his Lezgers inhis Church for ever. But there is alſo a duty 
too to be ſecured ; for they that have the guiding of ſouls muſt re- 
member that they muſt be Acgor >im#worylss , muſt render an ac- 
count ;, and that cannotbe done with joy, when it ſhall be indifferent 
toany man to ſuperſeminate what he pleaſe : and ( by the way) I 
ſuppoſe, they who are apt to enter intothe Chaire of Doctors and 
Teachers, would be unwilling to be charged with a cureof ſouls ; If 
they knew what that means, they would article more ſtrictly be- 
fore they would ſtand charged with it; and yet it is harder ro ſay 
that there is no ſuch thing as the cure of ſouls ; that Chriſt left his 
flock to wander and to guide themſelyes, or to finde ſhepheards at 
the charges of accident and chance, Chriſt hath made a better pro- 
viſion, and after he had with the greateſt earneſtnefſe committed to 
S, Peter the care of feeding his lambes and ſheep, S: Peter did it 
carefully, and thought it u of the ſame duty to provide other 
ſhepheards who ſhould alſo feed the flocks by a continuall provifi- 
on and attendance ; The Presbyters which are among you, 1 who alſo 
am a Presbyter exhort, feed the flock of God which is among you, 6hox0- 


ſupraviſion or overſight of them willingly and of a ready minde. The 
Presbyters and Biſhops, they are to Fad the flock, there was a moipert- 


| oy a flock to be diſtinguiſhed from the amyuives, the ſhepheards, the 


elders & vpiy and the flock among you, diſtinguiſhed by a regular 
office of teachingand a relation ot ſbepheards and ſheep. 

But this diſcourſe would be unneceſſarily long unleſſe I ſhould 
omit many arguments, and contra the reſt. I onely ſhall defire it 
be conſidered, concerning the purpoſe of that part of divine provi- 
dence, in giving the Chriſtian Church commandements concerning 
proviſions to be made for the preachers; Let the Elders that rule well 
have a double honour, an elder brothers portion at leaſt, both of ho- 
nour and maintenance, eſpecially, if they labour in the word and do 
frine; and the reaſon is taken out of Moſes Law, but derived from 
the naturall, Bows irituranti non lizabis os. For God hath ordained that 
thoſe that labour in the Goſpell ſhould live of the Goſpell. This argument 
will force us to diſtinguiſh perſons, or elſe our purſes will; and if 
all will have a right to preach the Goſpell that thinke themſelves 


| able, then alſo they havea rightto be maintained too. 
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allow him nothing but an ordinary ſpir:t , that is, abilities of art and, a 


les exvuows, pouugys, doing the office of Biſhops over them, taking | 
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I ſhall adde no more, * God hath defi 
people, * charged them with the cure of ſouls, * given them com- 

ithon to goe inte all the world, * given them gifts accordi 
Yo charged the p_y toattend and to obey, * hath provided 
them maintenance and ſupport,and ? ſeparated them-to reading, to 
exhortation, and ta doctrine from the affaires of this world, thar they 
may attend to theſe, by the care of the whole man. If any man in 
charity or duty will doe any ghoftly offices to his erring or weak 
brother, he may have a reward of charjty : for in this ſenſe it is 
that Tertullian ſays, that in remote and barbarous countreys the 
Laity doe Sacerdotio aliquatenus fungi, But if he invades the pub- 
lick chair he may meet with the curſe of Corah, if he: intends malici- 


| ouſly; or if he have fairer, but miſtaken wr mat the gentler 


ſcatence paſſed upon z24h may be the worſt of his cvill portion. 


Sncr., IV, 


difficulty and prejudice paſſed upon it ; and although it be 

in the ſame Commiſſion, intruſted to the ſame perſons, foe 
ſacred miniſtery , a Sacrament and a myſtcrious rite : 
whoſe very Sacramentall and ſeparate nature, requires the 
ſolemnity of a diſtin order of perſons for its miniſtration, yet if 
the Laity may be admitted to the diſpenſation of fo ſacred and 
ſolemn rites, there is nothing in the calling of the Clergy that can 
diſtinguiſh them from the reſt of Gods people, but they ſhall be 
holy cnough, to diſpenſe holy offices without the _— of pay- 
ing honour and- maintenance to others to doe what they can doe 
themſelves. 

In oppoſition to which, I firſt confider, that the ordinary mini- 


| I Inſtance next in the caſe of Baptiſme, which indeed hath fome 


| ſter of baptiſme is a perſon conſecrated ; the Apoſtles and their 


ſucceſſors in the office Apoſtolicall, and all thoſe that partake of 
that power ; and itnceds no other proof, but the =m production | 
of the Commiſſion z they who are teachers by ordinary power,and 
authority, they alſo had command to baprize all nations : and ba- 
ptiſme being the ſolemn rite of initiating diſciples, and making the 


firſt publick profeſſion of the inſtitution, it is in reafon and analogy | 


of the myſtery to be miniſtred by thoſe who were appointed to 
colle& the Church,and make Diſciples. It is as plain and decretory 
a Commiſſion, as any other myſtcriouſnefle of Chriſtianity ; and 
hath been accepted fo for ever as the doQrine of Chriſtianity, as 
may appear in © Jgnatiue, > Tertullian, * S. Gelaſins, * S. Epiphanins, 


-| and ©S, Hierom; who aftirme in variety of fenfes, that BY ops, Priefts 
| and Deacons onely are to baptize; ſome by ordinary right, ſome by 


deputation ;, of which I ſhall afterwards give account; But all 
the Fs ordinarium they intend to fixe upon the Clergy according to 
divineinſtitution and commandement. S0 that in caſe lay-perions 


perſbns to teach the ( 
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might baptize xg mga & I avraywy, upon waent neceſiity, 
yet this cannot upon juſt pretence invade the ordinary miniſtery, 
becauſe God hath diſpenſed the affairs of his Church, fo that caſes 
of neceſſity doe not often occurre to the prejudice and diſſolution 
of publick order, and miniſteries; and if permiſſions being made ro 
ſupply neceſſities, be brought further then the caſe of exception 
giyes leave, the permiſſion is turned into a crime, and does greater 
violence to the rule, by how much it was fortified by that very ex- 
ception, as to other caſes not excepted. And although in caſe of 
extreme necelsity every man may preach the Goſpell, as to dying 
Heathens, or unbeleeving perſons, yet if they do this without ſuch, 
or the like neceſsity, what at firſt was charity, in the other caſe is 
ſchiſme and pride, the two greateſt cnemics to charity in the 
world. 

But now for the thing it ſelf, whether indeed any caſe of nece(- 
fity can tranſmit to lay perſons a right of baptizing, it muſt be 
diſtintly conſidered. Some ſay it does. For Ananias baptized 
Paul, who yet ( as it is ſaid ) was not in holy orders ; and that the 
3000 Converts at the firſt Sermon of S, Peter were all baptized by 
the Apoſtles, isnoteaſily credible, it being roo numerous a body 
for ſo few perſons to baptize; and when Peter had preached to 
Cornelius and his family, be cauſed the brethren that came along 
with him to baptize them ; and whether hands had been impoſed 
on them or no, is not certain : And in purſuance of the inſtance of 
Ananizs,and the other probabilities theDoRors of the Church have 
declared their opinions Senus, In caſes of neceſſity, a lay perſon may 
baptize, So Tertullian in his book of baptiſme, Alioqui & Laicis jus 
eſt baptizandi. Quod enimex £quo accipitur, ex £quo dari poteſt, The 
reaſon is alſo urged by S. Hierome to the ſame purpoſe, onely requi- 
ring that the baptizer bea Chriſtian, ſuppoling whatſoever they 
have received they may alſo give; but becauſe the reaſon con- 
cludes not, becauſe ( as themſelves beleeve)a Presbyter cannot col- 
late his Presbyterate, it muſt therefore reſt onely upon their bare au- 
thority ; if it ſhall be thought ſtrong enough to bear the weight of 
the contrary reaſons. And the Fathers in the councell of Eliberis 
determined, Peregre navigantes,aut i ecclefia in proximo non fucrit, 
poſſe fidelem, qui lavacrum ſuum integrum habet, nec ſit bigamus, bapti- 
zare in neceſuate infirmitatis poſitum Catechumenum, ita ut fi ſupervi- 
xerit, ad Epiſcopum euns producat, ut per manus impoſitionem proficere 
poſsit, The Synod held at Alexanaria under Alexander their Biſhop 
approved the baptiſme of the children by Athanaſius, being bur a 
boy z and the Nzcexe Fathers ratifying the baptiſme made by here- 
ticks (amongſt whom they could not but know in ſome caſes, there 
was no true Prieſthood or legitimate ordination ) muſt by neceſlary 
conſequence ſuppoſe baptiſme to be diſpenſed effectually by lay- 
perſons. And S. Hierome is plain, Baptizare ſi neceſsitas cogat, ſcimus 
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| for Deacons, as is expreſly affirmed by S, 72natizs in his Epiſtle to 


etiam licere Laicis ; the ſame almoſt with the Canon of the fourth | 


Councell of Carthage , Mulier baptizare nox preſumat niſi neceſsitate 
cogente : though, by the way, theſe words of ["cogente —— are 
not in the Canon, but thruſt in by Gratian and Peter Lombard, And 
of the ſame opinions S. Ambroſe, or he who under his name wrote 
the Commentaries upon the fourth to the Epheſians,* P.Gelaſins,» $, 
Auguſtine and © Iſidor,8& generally all the Scholars after their Maſter. 
But againſt this doQtrine were all the African Biſhops for about 
150 years; who therefore rebaptized: perſons returning from here- 
ticall conventicles z Becauſe thoſe hereticall Biſhops being depoſed 
and reduced into Lay communion, could not therefore collate ba- 
ptiſme, for their want of holy Orders : as appears in S. Baſls cano- 
nicall Epiſtle to Amphilochins, where he relates their reaſon, and re- 
futes it not. And however Firmilianand S. Cyprian might be de- 
ceived in the thinking heretickes, quite loſt their orders; yet in 
this they were untouched, that although their ſuppoſition was que- 
ſtionable, yer their ſuperſtruture was medled with, viz. that if 
they had been Lay perſons, their baptizations were null and invalid. 
I confeſſe the opinion hath been very generally taken up in theſe 
laſt ages of the Church, almoſt with a Nemine centradicente; the 
firſt ages had more varicty of opinion : and I think it may yet be 
conſidered anew upon theold ſtock. For ſince abſolncely, all the 
Church affixes the ordinary miniſtery of baptiſm to the Clergy ; if 
others doe baptize, doe they fin, or doe they not fin « Thatit is no 
{inne, is expreſly affirmed in the 16 Canon of Nicephorws of C, P. 
1 the own Father baptizes the child, or any other Chri- 
ian man, it is no ſinne. * S, Auguſtine is almoſt of a- 
nother minde, & ſi Laicus neceſsitate compulſus baptiſ- BawnSiva;* 6 
mum dederit, neſcio an pie quiſquam dixerit, jyober 1 
eſſe repetendum : Null enim cogente neceſcitate ſ# fiat, 
alient muneris uſurpatio + ; ſi autem neceſsitas urgeat, 
aut nullum aut veniale delitium eſt. And of this minde are all they | 
who by frequent uſing of that ſaying have madeit almoſt prover- 
biall, F a7umz valet, fiert non debet.If they doc not finne, then women 
& Lay men have as much right from Chriſt to baptize as Deacons 
or Presbyters ; then they may upon the ſame ſtock and right doe 
it as Deacons doe : for if a Biſhop was preſent it was not lawfull 
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Heron the Deacon; and S. Epriphanius with the ſame words de- 
nies a j#s baptizandi, to women and to Deacons; and both of them 
affirme it to be proper to Biſhops. Further yet, Tertulzaw and 
S. Hierom deny a power to Presbyters to doe it without Epiſcopall 
diſpenſation. Now if Presbyters and Deacons have this power 
onely by leave and in certain caſes, then itis no more then women 
have onely that they are fitter perſons to be intruſted with the 
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| upon Deacons, and upon Deacons then Lay men,and a lefle yer will 
caſt it upon Lay menthen women; and this difference is in reſpeR of 
humane order and pofitive conſtitution,but in the nature of the thing 
according to this do&trineall perſons are equally receptive of it: And 


holy Ghoſt, but a work which may be done by all,and at ſome times 
muſt; and if baptiſme may, then it will be hard to keep all the other 
rites from the common inrodes,and then the whole office wil periſh. 

But if Lay perſonsbaptizing, though in caſe of neceſſity, ve ſin, 
as S. 1uguſtine ſeems to ſay they doe, then it is certain, Chriſt ne- 
ver gave them leave ſo much as by infinuation ; and then neither 
can the Church give leave for ſhe can give leave for no man to in; 
and beſides, ſuch a deputation were tono purpoſe ; Becauſe no 
perſon ſhall dare to doe it, for evill is not to be done, though for the 
obtaining the greateſt good: and it will be hard to ſtate the queſti- 
on, ſo that cither the childe ſhall periſh, or ſome other muſt periſh 
for it; for he that poſitively ventures upon a fin for a good end, 
worſhips God with a finne, and therefore ſhall be thank'd with a 
damnartion, if he dies before repentance z bur if the childe ſhall not 

riſh in ſuch caſe of not being baptized, then why ſhould any man 

reak the rule of . inſtitution ? and if he ſhall periſh without being 
baprized,then God hath affixed the ſalvation of the childe upon 
the condition of another mans ſinne. 

3. Andindecd the pretence of caſes of neceflity may doe much 
towards the cxcuſing anirregularity in an exterior rite , though of 
divine inſtitaition, wv 1s avayxms s Atguuy cory Guooy, But it will 
not be cafily proved that God hath made any ſuch neceſsities, it is 
certain that for perſons having the uſe of reaſon God hath provided a 
remedy that no lay eibns Looks have need to baptize a Catechu- 

men; for his votumor defire of Baptiſme ſhall ſerve his turne , And 
it will be unimaginable that God bath made no proviſion for in- 
fants, and yet put it upon them in many caſes with cquall nece(- 
firy, which without breach of a divine inſtitution cannot be ſupplied. 

4.It a Lay perſon ſhall baptize,whether or no ſhall the perſon bap- 
tized receive benefit,or will any more but the outward a& be done? 
for -that the Lay perſon ſhall convey rem Sacramenti or be the mi- 
niſter of ſacramentall grace, is no where reycalcd in Scripture, and 
is againſt the Analogy of the Goſpcll; for the verbum reconciliatio- 
n1s,all the whole miniſtery of reconciliation is intruſted to the Prieſt, V o- 
bis, ( faith S, Paul ) to us who are Embaſſadors. And what difference 
is there, if caſes of neceſsity be pretended in the defect of other mini- 
ſteries,but that they alſo may be invaded?and caſes of neceſsity may 
by other men alſo be numbred in the other Sacrament;and they have 
done ſo,andT know,who ſaid thatno man muſt conſecrate the Sacra- 
met oftheLords ſupper but he that is lawfully called,exceptiherebe a 
Caſe of neceſsity;and that there may be a caſe of neceſsity for the bleſſed 


Sacrament 


therefore to baptize is no part of the grace of Orders,no fruit of the 
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Sacrament, there needs no other teſtimony then the © Nicexe coun - 
cell ; which calls the Sacrament in the article of death avayya- 
oGmw epod\oy viaticurs, the moſt neceſſary proviſion for our jour- 
ney : andifalay perſon abſolyes, there is as much promiſe of the 
validity of one as of the other, unleſle ir be (aid, that there may be 
abſolute neceſsity of baptiſme, bur not ſo of abſolution ; which rhe 
maintainers of the other opinion are not apt to profeſſe. And there- 
fore S. Auguſtine did not know whether baptiſme adminiſtred by a 
lay perſon be to be repeated or no; Neſcio an pie quiſquam, dixerit lie 
knew not; neither doe I. But Simeon of Theſſalonica is contident 
e'2is Banrte d wn yaeploviay we No man baptizes but he that is in 
holy orders ;, the baptiſme is null; I cannot ſay ſo, nor can I ſay 
e5w Sexy; Let it be received, Onely I offer this to conſideration; 
if a Deacon can doeno miniſteriall a& with effe&, bur a lay perſon 
may doe the ſame with cffe& upon the perſon ſuſcipient, what is 
thar ſupernaturall grace and inherent and indelible charaQter which 
{Deacon hath received in his ordination « If a Deacon can doe no 
ſupernaturall a& which were void and null if done by him thar is 
not a Deacon, he hath no character, no ſpirituall inherent power 3 
and that heis made the ordinary miniſter of it, is for order ſake 
but he that can doe the ſame x Aur hath the ſame power and abilt- 
ty ; by this ground a Lay perſon and a Deacon are not diſtinguiſhed 
by any inherent character, and therefore they who underſtand the 
ſpirituall powers and cffeRs of ordination in the ſenſe and exprefſion 
of an inherent and indelible charaRer,will finde ſome difficulty in al- 
lowing the cffe&t of a lay baptiſme. 

But I conſider that the inſtances of Scripture brought for the 
lawfulneſle of lay adminiſtration, if they had no particular excep- 
tion, yet arc impertinent to this queſtion : for it is not with us pre- 
rended in any caſe to be lawfull, but in extreme neceſsity : And 
therefore, S. Peters deputing the brethren who come with him to 
Cornelius to baptize his family, is nothing to our purpole, and beſt 
anſwers it ſelfez for either they were of the Clergy,who came with 


| them, orelſc lay perſons may baptize by the right of an ordinary 


depuration, without a caſe of neceſſity : for here was none; S./ eter 
might have done it himſelf, 

And as for Ananias, be was one of the ſeventy two; and if that 
be nothing, yet he was called to that miniſtration about Paw as 


{ Paul himſelfe was to the Apoſtleſhip, even by an immediate yocati- 


on, and miſsion from Chriſt himſelfe. And if this anſwer were not 
ſufficient( as it is moſt certainly ) the argument would preſſe fur- 
ther then is intended ; for Ananas tells him, he was ſent ro him that 
he might lay his hands on him that he might receive the holy Ghoſt : and 
to doc that was morethen Philip could doe, though he was a Dea- 
con, and inas great a neceſsity as this was : And yet beſides all this 
this was not a caſe of necelLity, unletle there was never a Presbyter 
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or Deacon inall Damaſcus, or that God durſt not truſt any of them 
with Paul, but onely Ananias , or that Paul could not ſtay longer 
without baptiſme,as many thouſand converts did in deſcending ages. 

And for the other conjecture it is not conſiderable at all z tor the 
Apoſtles might take three or four days time to bapeize the 3000, 
there was no hurt done if they had ſtayed a week: the text infinuates 
nothing to the contrary z The ſame day about 3090S were adaed to the 
Church; then they were added tothe Church, that is, by virtue and effi- 
cacy of that Sermon,who,it may be,conſidered ſome while of S. Peters 
diſcourſe, and gave up their names upon mature deliberation and 
poſitive conviction. But it is not ſaid they were baptized the ſame 
day ; and yet it was not impoſsible for the twelye Apoſtles to doc 
it in one day, if they had thought it reaſonable, 

For my own particular I wiſh we would make no more neceſsities 
then God made, but that we leave the adminiſtration of the Sacra- 
ments to the manner of the firſt inſtitution,and the Clericall offices 
be kept with their cancells, thatno Lay hand may pretend a reaſon 
to ufurpe the ſacred miniſteryz and ſince there can be no 
neceſsity for unbaprized perſons of years of diſcretion , becauſe 
their defirc may ſupply them, it were well alſo if our charity would 
finde ſome other way alſo, to undesſtand Gods mercy towards 


infants : for certainly he is moſt mercifull and full of pity to them 
| alſo; and if there be no negle& of any of his own appointed mi- | 


niſteries, ſo as he hath appointed them, me thinks it were bur reaſo- 
nable to truſt his goodneſle with the infants in other caſes ; for it 
cannot but be a jcalouſic and a ſuſpicion of God, a not daring to 


truſt him, and an unreaſonable proceeding beſide, that we will ra- | 


ther venture todiſpenſe with divine inſtitution, then thinke that God 
will ; or that we ſhall pretend more care of children then God hath; 
when we will breake an inſtitution, and the rule of an ordinary mi- 
niſtery of Gods appointing, rather then caſt them upon God as 
if God loved this geremony better then he loved the child : for fo 
ir muſt be, if the childe periſhes for want of it : and yet ſtill me 
thinkes according to ſuch doctrine, there was little or no care taken 
for infants; for when God had appointed a miniſtery, and fixcd it 
with certain rules and a proper deputation ; «in reaſon ( knowing in 
all things clſe how mercifull God is and fall of goodneſle ) we 
ſhould 

have gone beſides the firſt circumſtances of the Sacrament if he had 
intended wemight or ſhould ; and that he ſhould have told us ſo 
too; rather then by leaving them faſt tyed without any expreſlc 
caſes of exception, or markes of difference, permit men to diſpute 
and ſtand unreſolved between a caſe of Duty,and a point of Charity; 
for although God will have mercy rather then ſacrifice, yet when 
both are commanded, God takes order they ſhall never croſle cach 
other, and ſacrifice is to be preferred before mercy, when the ſacri- 
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' fice is in the commandement and the mercy is not : as itis in the pre- 
ſent queſtion, And if it were otherwiſe in this caſe, yer becauſe 
God loyes mercy ſo well , why ſhould we not thinke, that God 
himſelf will ſhew this mercy to this Infant when he hath nor ex- 
preſſed his pleaſure that we ſhould doc irs we cannot be more mer- 
cifull then he is. 

The Church of Enzland hath determined nothing in this parti- 
cular, that I know of; onely when in the firſt Liturgy of King 
Edward the fixt, a rubrick was inſerted permitting midwives to bap- 
tize in caſes of extreme danger, it was left out in the ſecond Lirut- 
gies, whichis at leaſt an argument ſhe intended to leave the queſtion 
undetermined , if at leaſt that omiſsion of the clauſe was not alſo a 
rejeion of the Article: Onely this Epiphanins objeRts it againſt the 
Marcionites, and Tertullian againſt the Gnoſticks, that they did per- 
mit women to baptize : I cannot ſay bur rhey made it an ordinaty 
imployment, and a thing beſides the caſe of neeeſsity : I know not 
whether they did or no. But if they be permitted ir is confider- 
able whither the example may drive : > Petulans mulicr que uſurpa- 
vit docere, an non utique & tingends jus ſibs pariet? that I may turn 
Teriullians Theſis into an Interrogative. The women uſurpe the office 
of teaching, if alſo they may be permitted to baptize, they may in rime 
arrogate and invade other miniſteries z or if they doe not by reaſon 
of the naturall and politicall incapacity of their perſons, yet others 
may upon the ſame ſtock: for neceſsity confiſts not in a Mathe- 
maticall point, but hath latitude which may be expounded to in- 
convenience z and that fay truth and feare reaſonably, I need no 
Other teſtimony then the Greek Church, for amongſt them a [wn 
Ta*e9vIG. irpiws ] the abſence of the Prieſt is neceſsiry enough for 
a woman to baptize; for ſo ſays Gabriel Philadelphienſis ©, Inthe 
abſence of a Prieſt a Chriſtian Laick may baptize whether it be man or 
woman; cither may docitz and whether that be not onely of dan- 
ger in the ſequel, but in it ſelfe a very diſſolution of all diſcipline, I 

leave it tothe Church of England to determine as for her own per- 


| ricular, that at leaſt the Sacrament be left intirely to clericall diſ- 


penſation according to divine commandement, 

One thing I offer to conſideration; that ſince the keyes of the 
kingdome of heaven be moſt notoriouſly and fignally uſed in bap- 
tiſme, in which the kingdome of heaven the Goſpel, and all irs pro- 
miſes, is opened to all belcevers, and though as certainly yer Fell 
| principally #» reconciling penitents, and admitting them ro the com- 
munion of the faithfull, ix may be of ill conſequence, to let them 
be uſurped by hands to whom they were not conſigned. Certain it 
is S, Peter uſed his keyes, and .opened the kingdome of heaven 
firſt, when he ſaid, Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Feſus Chriſt for the remiſcion of ſinnes, and ye ſhall recerve the gift of the 


holy Ghoſt. However as to the main queſtion, we have not onely 
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| || anddivineſt myſtery of our Religion that in which the Clergy 
e- 


the univerſall doctrine of Chriſtendome, bur alſo-expreſle authority | 

and commiſsion in Scripture,ſending out Apoſtles and Apotolicall 

men, perſons of choice and ſpeciall defignation t9baptize all nations, 

Ta ro entertain them into the ſervices and inſtitution of the holy 
US. | 


S E CT, V, 
Shall inſtance. but once more, but it is in the moſt ſolema, ſacred 


in their appointed miniſtery doe H1axgrovles proneverr fhand 
tween God and the-people,and doe fulfill a ſpeciall and incomprehenſi- 
ble miniſtery,which che Angels themſelves doe look into with admirati- 
on; to which the people it they come without fear, cannot come 
withour ſinne ; and this is of ſo ſacred and reſerved myſteriouſneſle, 
that but few have dared to offer at with unconſecrated hands : ſome 
have. But the Euchariſt is the fulneſle of all- the myſteriouſneſle of 
ourreligion ; and the: Clergy when they officiate here, are moſt 
truly in the phraſc of Saint Paul «pe atores myſteriorum Des diſpen- 
ſers of the great myſteries of the kingdome. For to uſe the word 
of S. Cyprian.) Feſus Chriſt ts owr high Prieſt, and himſelf became our 
ſacrifice which he finiſhed-apon the croſſe in a reall performance, and now 
in his office of Mediatorſhip makes interceſsion for us by a perpetual ex- 
hibition of himſelfe, of his own perſon in heaven , which is a continsall, 


Patri ſeipſum primms obtulit, &+ hoc fiert in ſui commemorationem precepit , utiqz ille ſaterdos vice Chriſti vere 
fungitur quiid quod Chniſtus feet , imitatur : & ſacrificium verum E plenum tune offert in Eccleſel Deo Patri, þþ | 
meipiat offerre ſecundum quod ipſum Chriſtum wideat oviuliſe- 


| 


PR roo, by another and more myſterious way of preſence 


that ſacrifice, and apply it to its _ defigne by praying to 


attually repreſented areument.tomove God to mercy to all that beleeve in, 
and obey the Holy Zeke. | 


Now Chriſt did alfo eftabliſha number of ſele& perſons, ro be 
miniſters of this great ſacrifice, finiſhed upon the croſſe , that they 
alſo ſhould exhibit and repreſent to God ( in the manner which their 
Lord appointed them ) this facrifice, commemorating the att:on 
and ſuffering of the grear Prieft ; and by way of prayers and impetra- 
tion, offering up that aQion in behalfe of the people. 3; -v 41 Sv- 
never ayampias ms Sonas (as Gregory Naz, cxprefles it ) 
ſending up ſacrifices to be Jaid upon the Altar in heaven, that the 
Church might be truly united umto Chriſt their head, and in the 
way of their miniſtery may doe what he does in heaven, for he cx- 
hibites the ſacrifice, that is, himſelfe, aQually and preſentially in hea- | 
ven: the Pricft on carth commemdrares the fame, and by his 
prayers repreſents it God in behalf of the whole Catholick Church 


ut both Chriſt in heaven, and his miniſters on carth doe aRaare 


God in virtue and meritof that ſacrifice 3 Chrift himjelfe, in a high 
and 


—_ 
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| 


miniſters ) humbly, facramenrally, and according ro the enetgy of 
humane advocation and interceſsionz This is the ſumme and great 
myſteriouſneſſe of Chriſtianity,and is now to be proved. 

This is expreſly deſcribed in Scripture; that part concerning 
Chriſt is the doQrine of S. Pax! who diſputes largely concerning 
Chriſts prieſthood ; affirming hat Chri is 4 Preeft for ever; he 
hath therefore an wnthangeable prieſthood, becauſe he continueth for 
ever, and he lives for ever to make interceſſion for us; this he does as 
Pricſt,and therefore it muſt be by offering a ſacrifice [ for every hieh 
Prieſt is ordained to offer gifts and ſacrifices ] and therctore it is wee 
ry he alſo have ſomething to offer, as long as he is a Prieſt, thar is, for 
ever,till the conſummation of all things z ſince therefore he hath 
nothing new to offer, and ſomething he muſt continually offer, it is 
evident, he offers himſelfe as the medium of adyocation, and the 
inſtance and argument of a prevailing interceſsion : and this he 
Calls [a more excellent miniſtery Jand by it, Feſus is a miniſter of the 
Sanituary and of the true Tabernacle, that is, he as our high Prieſt 
officiates in heaven, in the great office of a Mediator, in the merit 
and power of his death and reſurreRtion. Now what Chriſt docs al- 
ways ina proper and moſt glorious manner, the miniſters of the 
Golſpcll alſo doe in theirs : commemorating the ſacrifice upon the 
calls, wving thanks, and celebrating a perpetuall Euchariſt for ir, 
and by declaring the death of Chriſt, and praying to God in the virtue 
of it, for all the members of the Church and all perſons capable ; 
It 1s 772 genere orationts a ſacrifice, and an inſtrument of propiriation, 
aSall holy prayers arc in their ſeverall proportions. 

And this was by a precept of Chriſt y Hoc facite, Doe this in remem- 


and glorious manner the miniſters of his prieſthood ( asit becomes 


Heb. . þ 23+, 


And $. Vs» 3) 3+ 
Ec. 


brance of me, Now this precept is but twice reported of, in the new 
Teſtament, though the inſtitution of the Sacrament, be four times. 
And itis done with admirable myſtery ; ro diſtinguiſh the ſeverall 
intereſt, and operations which concern ſeverall ſorts of Chriſtians in 
their diſtin capacities : S. Pav/thus repreſentsit ; [Take eat—— 
This doe in remembrance of me ] plainely referring this precept to all 
that are to cate and drinke the ſymbols : for they alſo doe in their 
manner exwpciate, declare , or repreſent, the Lords death till he 
come. And S, Pal proſecures it with inſtruftions particular to 
the ygrwrarles, to them that doe communicate, as appears in the ſtic- 
ceeding cautions againſt #mworthy manducation and tor due preparati- 
on to/its reception.But S.Zake reports it, plainly to another purpoſe, 


[ and he took bread , and gave thayhes, and brake it, and gave it unto 
them, ſaying : This is my hog which is given for yow, Hot facite, This ] 
doe in remembrance of me:{This} cannot bur relate to accepit, grarras 
cent, fregit, diſtribuit ; Hoc facite, Here was no manducarion expteſ- 
fa therefore Hoc facire concerns the Apoſtles in the capacity 

of miniſters, not as receivers but as Conſecrators and Givers; and > 
| | the 
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the inſtitution had been repreſented in one ſcheme without this my- 
ſterious diſtinRion, and provident ſeparation of imployment, we | 
had been eternally ina al. and haye necdeda new light to guide 
us; but now the ſpirit of God hath done ir in the very firſt foun- 
tains of Scripture. $ 

And this being the great myſtery of Chriſtianity and the onely 
remanent expreſle of Chriſts ſacrifice on earth, it is moſt conſo- 
nant to the Analogy of the myſtery, that this commemorative ſa- 
crifice be preſented by perſons as ſeparate,and diſtin in their mini- 
ſtery, as the ſacrifice it ſelfe is from, and above the other parts of 
our religion. . 

Thus alſo the Church of God hath for ever underſtood it, with- 
out any variety of ſenſe or doubtfulneſle of —_— opini- 
ons. Ir was the greatexcellency and ſecret miniſtery of the religi- 
on, to conſecrate and offer the holy ſymbols and ſacraments : I ſhall 
tranſcribe a paſſage out of Fuſtin Martyr giving the account 
of it to Antoninss Pius in his oration to him;and it will ſerve in ſtead 
of many ; tor it tells the religion of the Chriſtians in this myſtery, 
and gives a full account of all the ceremony. Ilavoruerar mwy £v- 
owy emala, aegopipela: Th aegerun may ade\pay apr. x mom 
£409 UI @Tos X * *jglos, &C, «« When the prayers arc done, then 
« iS brought to the Preſident of the brethren [the Pricſt the bread, 
« and the Chaliceof wine mingled with water, which being recci- 
« yed hegives praiſe and glory to the Father of all things , and pre- 
« ſents them in the name of the Son and the Holy Spirit, and 
« largely gives thankes, that he hath been pleaſed to give us theſe 
« gifts: and when he hath finiſhed the prayers and thankſgiving, 
« all the people that is preſent, witha joyfull acclamation,ſay Ames. 
« Which when it is done by the Preſidents and people, thoſe which | 
«« amongſt us are called Deacons and Miniſters, diſtribute to every 
« One that is preſent, that they may partake of him, in whom 
« the thanks were preſented, the Euchariſt, bread , wine, and wa- 
« ter; and may beare it to the abſent, Morcover this nouriſhment is 
« by us called the Euchariſt; which it is Jawfull for none to partake, 
« but ro him who beleeves our doRtrine true,and is waſhed inthe La- 
« ver for the remiſsion of ſins, and regeneration, and that lives ſo as 


| « Chriſt delivered. For wedoe not take it as common bread & com- 


« mon drinkzbur as by the word of God Jeſus Chriſt the Saviour of 
« the world was made fleſh,and for our ſalvation ſake had fleſh and 
« bloud : after the ſame manner alſo we are taught that this nouriſh- 
«« ment,in which by the prayers of his word, which is from him the food 
« in which thanks arc given,or the conſecrated food by w*b our fleſh 
c« & bloud by mutation or change arenouriſhed,s the fleſh & bloud 
« of the incarnate Jeſus, For the Apoſtles in their commentaries w*+ 
« they wrote,which are called the Goſpells, ſo delivered, that Jeſus 
« commanded. For when he had given thanks and taken bread he 
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« ſaid, Doe this in remembrance of me; This is my body , And | 
« likewiſe raking the Chalice, and having given thanks he ſaid, 
« [This is my bloud, Jand that he gave itto them alone. ] This 
one teſtimony I reckon as ſufficient : who pleaſe to ſee more , may 
obſerve the tradition full, teſtified and intire, in * 1gnatius, > Clemens 
Romanus, or who ever wrote the Apoſtolicall conſtitutions in his 
name, © Tertullian, *S. Cyprian, © S. Athanaſius, * Epiphanins , 
5S, Baſil, * S. Chryſoſtome,(almoſt every where) i S. Hierome, 
& S. Auguſtine : and indeed we cannot look in vain, into any of the 
old writers : The ſumme of whoſe dodtrine in this particular, 1 
ſhall repreſent in the words of the moſt ancient of them, S. 12natins, 
ſaying, that he is worſe then aninfidell that offers to officiate about the 
holy Altar unleſſe he be a Biſhop or a Prieſt. 


tf Hereſ. 79. g Lib. 2. de bapt.c. 8, h Lib. 3. & 6. de ſacerd." Homil. 51. &+ 83. in Matth. 
pop. Antioch, i Contr, Lucifer, & Ep. 1+ ad-Heliodor. & 85. ad Evagriam & ad Hedito. 150. 9. 
Cty. C. IO, . y 


And certainly he could upon no pretence have challenged the 
Appcllative of Chriſtian, who had dared cither himſeclfe to invade 
the holy rites within the Cancels, or had denyed the power of ce- 
lebrating this dreadfull myſtery to belong onely to (acerdorall mi- 
niſtration. For either it is ſaid tobe but common bread and wine, 
and then, if that were true, indeed any body may miniſter it ; but 
then they thar ſay (0 arc blaſphemons, they count the bloud of the Lord 
To aiug Tis Iams, ( as S. Pal calls it in imitation of the words 
of in(titution ) The bloud of the Covenant or new Teſtament , a 
profane or common thing ;, they diſcerne not the Lords body; they know 
not that the bread that is broken is the communication of Chriſts body : 
Bur if it be a holy, ſeparate, or divine and myſterious thing , who 
can make it ( miniſterially I mean) and conſecrate orſublime it from 
common and ordinary bread, but a conſecrate, ſeparate, and ſub- 
limed perſon ? Iris to be done either by a naturall power, or by a 
ſupernaturall. A naturall, cannot hallow a thing in order to God; 
and they onely have a ſupernaturall, who have derived it from God 
in order to this miniſtration ; who can ſhow thart they are taken up 


into the lot of that Deacon-ſhip, which is the type and repreſent- | 


ment of that excellent miniſtery of the true Tabernacle where Jeſus 
himſelfe docs the ſame thing, in a higher and a more excellent man- 


ner. 
This is the great ſecretof the kingdome, to which in the Primi- 
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tive Church, many who yer had given uptheir names to Chrift by | 
deſignation, or ſolemniry were not admitted, ſo much as to the ' 
participation; as the Catechumens,the Andientes,the Penitentes, Neo- | 
phytes, and Children : and the miniſtery of itwas not onely reſerved 
for ſacred perſons, bur alſo performed with ſo much myſterious (e- 
crecy, that many were not permitted ſo much as to ſec. This is 
that rite, in which the Prieſt intercedes for, and bleſſesthe people ; 
offering 
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offcring in their behalfe , not onely their prayers , but apply- 
ing the ſacrifice of Chrift to their prayers , and repreſenting 
them with glorious advantages, and tithes of accepration, which be- 
cauſe it was ſo excellent, celeſtiall, ſacred, myſtical], and ſuperna- 
turall, it raiſed up the perſons too; that the miniſterial Prieſthood 
in the Church, might according to the nature of all great imploy- 
ments, paſſe an excellency and a value upon the miniſters. 

And therefore according to the naturall reaſon of religion and 
the devotion of all the world, the Chriſtians, becauſe they had the 
greateſt reaſon ſo to doe,did honour their Clergy with the greateſt 
veneration, and eſteem. Itis without a Metaphor regale ſacerdotinm 
aroyall Prieſthood, ſo S. Peter ; which although it be ſpoken in 
generall of the Chriſtian Church, and in an improper large ſenſe, 
15 verified of the people, yer it is ſo to be expounded, as that pa- 
rallel place ofthe books of Moſes, from whence the expreſſion is 
borrowed, Tee ſhall be a kingdeme of Prieſts and an Holy Nation, which 
plainly by the ſenſe and Analogy of the Moſaick law , ſignifies a 
nation bleſſed by God with rites and ceremonies of a ſeparate religi- 
on; a kingdome in which Prieſts are appointed by God ; a kingdome, 
in which nothing is more honourable then the Prieſthood, . for it is 
certain, the nation was famous in all the world, for an honorable 
Prieſthood z and yet the people were not Prieſts in any ſenſe, but 
of a violent Metaphor. And therefore the Chriſtian miniſtery ha- 
ving greater privileges, and being honoured with attreRarion of the 
body and bloud of Chriſt, and offices ſerving to a better Covenant, 
may with greater argument be accounted excellent, honorable, and 
royall; and all the Church be called 4 royal Prieſthood, the deno- 
mination being given to the whole, from the moſt excellent part ; 
becauſe they altogether make one body under Chriſt the head, the 
medium of the union being the Prieſts, the colleors of the 


of the kingdome, theſe ; theſe to bring or deligne a ſpirituall ſacrifice, 


| Church, and inſtrument of adunation; and reddendo ſingzula ſingulis 


dividing to each his portion of the expreſſion, the people is a peculiar 
people,the Clergy 4 holy Prieſthosd : and all in conjunction, and for 
ſeycrall excellencies 4 choſez Nation : ſo that Panator iteamvps 
is the ſame with Bannugas l EeATWHE the Prieſthood of the kingdome, 
that is, the miniſtery of the Goſpel! : for in the new Teſtament the 
kinedome ] \1gnifies the Goſpell: and Bama; is the ſame with 
eva yymungs, Kinely is of, or belonging to the Goſpell : for therefore it 
Is oblervable, it is not PamAyygy but Pant igeamvus, not well 
rendred by the vulgar Latine regale ſacerdotinm, as if Kingly were 
the Appellative or Epithete of this Pricſthood, it is reginm,a Prict- 
hood appertaining to the kingdome of the Goſpel, and the Prieſt be- 
ing enumerated diſtin&tly from the people , the Prieſts of the kine- 
dome and the people of the kingdome are all holy and choſen ; but in 
their ſeverall manner : the Prieſts of the kingdome thoſe, the people 
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the Prieſt to offer it ; or altogether, to ſacrifice, the Prieſt by his pro- 
per miniſtery, the people by their aſſent, conjunRion and afliſtance, 
choſento ſerve God, not onely in their own formes, but under the 
miniſtrations of an honourable Prieſthood, 

And inal the deſcent of Chriſtian religion it was indeed honorable, 
1 + iegourn leAeimu bn hs ins, mag ds emvenviey 4 ya mayporur, 
faith S. Chryſoſtome, the Chriſtian Prieſthood does its miniſtgry and is 
per feited on earth, but hath the beauty, order, andexcellency of the hea- 
venly hoſts : ſo that I ſhall not need to rake notice of rhe Lamina 
aurea which Polycrates reports S. Fohn to have worne in tokenof his 
royall Prieſthood) a wreath of Gold, ( ſoalſo did S. Fames Biſhop of 
Feruſalew, as S. Hierome and Epiphanius report )nor the exemption 
of the Clergy from tribute ,their authority with the people, their 
great donatives and titles of ſecular advantage : theſe were acciden- 
tall ro the Miniſtery , and relyed upon the favour of Princes , and 
devotion of the people; and if they had been more , yetareleſle 
then the honours God had beſtowed upon it : for certainly there is 
not a greater,degree of power in the world then to remit and retain 
ſinnes, and to conſecrate the ſacramentall ſymbols into the myſteriouſ- 
neſſe of Chriſts body and bloud, nor a greater honour,then that God 


mit him to handle the ſacrifice of the world, and to preſent the ſame 
which in heaven is preſented by the eternall Jeſus, | 

Q buoias Tiwrovts avayaxius iepnes , 
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IAaope bs yeipecow ty vpslipnor PiporTes. 
So Grezory Nazienzen deſcribes the honour and myſtcriouſneſle of 


their hands. And S. Hierom ſpeaking of theſe words of S. Pawl, 7 am 
ordained a preacher and an Apoſtle ; Quod Paulus ait, [Apoſtolus Feſu 
Chriſti]tale mihi videtur quaſi dixiſſet, prefetius pretorio A neuft Ce- 
ſaris, magiſter exercitus Tiberii imperatoris. Anda llittls after, gran- 
dem inter Chriſtianos ſibi vindicans dignitat? Apoſtolorum ſe Chriſti ti- 
tulo prenotavit,ut ex 1pſa letturos nominis autornate deterreret, indicans 
omnes qui Chriſto crederent, debere Fl ſibi ſubjefFos. And therefore 
S. Chryſoſt ome ſays it is the trick of hereticks not ro give to Biſhops 
titles of their eminency and honour which God hath vouchkſafed 
them: Ut Diabolus ita etiam quilibet facit hereticus vehementiſcimus in 
tempore perſecutionis, loquens cum Pontifice, nec eum vocat Pontificem , 
nec Archiepiſcopum, nec religioſoſcimum,nec ſanttum, ſed quid ? Reveren- 
tia tua Oc. nomina ill pr at communia, ejus negans autoritatem : Di 
abolus hoc tunc fecit in Deo : It is nglapmen mags and Siaxprinm, A 
ſeparating and purifying order of men, ſo D:onyſzxs calls it : but Na- 
ZI4NZen Seaks greater and more glorious words yet ; and yet what 
isno more thena fober truth; for he calls the Prieſt oy wsl' a994- 
Atv 


in heaven ſhould ratific what the Prieſt does on carth; & ſhould ad- |: 


the Prieſts power : They miniſter the ſpiritual and unbloudy ſacrifice , | 
they are js G yr ſoules, they bear the work of Godin 
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Aw 510peray x; peel apyayyihuy Sotatorla, x rm mo dayw Synagh- 
ploy avariparce Tas Wan: % Xpiq'y ovvitpivoasle , x a> piitor 
uner, 0eoy eoopevor, x Veoromoarra, He ſtands with Angelsand is 
magnified with Archangels z he ſends ſacrifices to a celeſtial altar, and 
is conſecrated in the Prieſthood of Chriſt, s divine perſon, and an inſtru- 
ment of making others ſo too, T ſhall adde no more as to this particu- 
lar. The gxpreſle precepts of God in Scripture are written in great 
charaers, there is a double honour to be given to the Eccleſiaſti- 
call Rulers. Rulers that alſo labour in the word and dotfrine : There 
is obedience due to them, obedience in all things, and eſtimation, and 
love, umrip &x mgioos, very abundantly z efteem ſuch very highly for 
their worke ſake ;, a communicating to them in all good things , and their 
offices are deſcribed to be great, ſeparate, buſt, eminent and profi- 
table, they ate Rulers, Preſidents, ſet over us in the Lord,taking care for 
us, labouring in dottrine, ſpirituall perſons, reſtorers of them that were 0- 
wvertaken in. a fault, curates of ſouls, ſuch as muſt give an account for 
them, the ſalt,the light of the world, ſhepheards; and much more ſigni- 
fying work, and rule and care and honour. But next to the words 
of Scripture there can no more be ſaid concerning the honour of 
the ſacred order of the Clergy, then is ſaid by S. Chryſoftome in his 


-| books De ſacerdotio, and S. Ambroſe De dignitate ſaterdotali, and no. 


greater thing can be ſuppoſed communicated to men then to be he 
Miniſters of God, in the great —_—_—_— of grace, and inſtruments 
of God in the pardon of fins, in the conſecration of Chriſts body 
and bloud,' in the guidance and condu of ſouls. And this was the 
ſtile of the Church, calling Biſhops and Prieſts according to their 


| © Inopbure dexupariis reſpeRtive Capacity, Stewards of the grace of God , leaders 
Xael]@, odwy%s 7013" of the' blind, a light of them that ſit in darkneſſe, inſtructors of 
gas Toy £1 oK6TH, Tad: d | - 

T&s &gebvoy, iS aoudius the ignorant, teachers of babes , ſtars in the world, amoneſt 


ynTiay, gorges iy 601. whom ye ſhine as lights in the world, and that is Scripture roo; 
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ſtarres in Chriſts righthand, lights ſer upon the candleſticks : And 
—— theſe premiſes, if Chriſtendome had nor paid pro- 
portionable bſteem to them , they had neither known howto value 
religion or the myſteries of Chriſtianity.Bur that all Chriſtendome 
ever did pay the greateſt reverence to the Clergy and religious ve- 
neration, is a certain argument that in Chriſtian Religion the di- 
ſtinRion of the Clergy from the Laity, is ſuppoſed as a precogns- 
1», a principle of the inſtitution. I end this with the words of the 

b generall Councell: 1t is manifeſt to all the world that in the Prieſt- 
bo there is order and diſtinttion, and to obſerve the ordinations and 
A of the Prieſthood with ftricineſſe and ſeverity i well pleaſing to 
G 


land 
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Sſoon as God began to conſtitute a Church and fix the 
AA Prietiocs, which before was very ambulatory, and diſpen- 

ſed into all families, but ever officiated by the Major dome, 
God gives the power and deſigns the perſon. And therefore Mo- 
ſes conſecrated Aaron agitatus a Deo woe report Principe ſaith Did- 
nyſins, Moſes performed the externall rites of deſignation, but God 
was the conſecrator, "Try tspatixay leAdacy I Epap y/IK.ws t [eAgoupynot | 
v0 TeAerapyy bew, Moſes appointed Aaron to the Prieſthood, and 
gave him the order, but it was onely as the Miniſter and = of God, 
under God the chief conſecrator. And no man taketh upon him this ho- 
nour but he that was called of God as w.ts Aaron, ſaith S. Paul. For in 
every Prieſthood God deſigned and appointed the miniſtery, and 
collates a power, or makes the perſon gratious : either gives him 
a ſpirituall abiliry of doing ſomething which others have not, or if 
he be onely imployed inpraying and preſenting ſacrifices of beaſts 
for the people, yer that ſuch a perſon ſhould be admitred to aneer- 
er addrefle, and in behalf of the people, muſt depend upon Gods 
acceptation, and therefore upon divine conſtitution; for there can 
be no reaſon given inthe nature of che thing, why God will ac- 
cept the intermediation of one man for many, or why this man 
more then another, who yu hath no naturall or acquired ex- 
cellency beyond many of the people, except what God himſelf 
makes, after the conſtitution of the perſon, If a ſpirituall power 
beneceſſary to the miniſtration, it is certain, none can give it .but 


| 


Feeleſ.Hierarch. 
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the fountain and the principle of the Spirits emanation, Orif-the 
graciouſneſſe and aptneſle of the perſon be required,that alſo being | 
arbitrary, preternaturall and choſen, muſt derive from the divine ele- | 
Qion : For God cannor be preſcribed unto by us, whom he ſhall | 
hear, and whom he ſhall entertain in a more immediate addrefle , 
and freer entercourſe. 

And this is divinely taught us by the example of the high Prieſt 
himſelf z who, becauſe he derived all power from his Father, and 
all his gratiouſneſſe and favour in the office of Prieſt and Mediator , 
was alſo perſonally choſen and ſent, and took not the honour 
but as it deſcended on him from God , that the honour and the 
power, the ability, and the miniſtery, might derive from the ſame 
fountain. Chriſt did not glorifie himſelf to become high Prieſt, Ho- 
nour may be deſerved by our (clves,but always comes from others; 
and becauſe no greater honour then to be ordained for men in things 

pertaining #0 God , every man mult ſay as our bleſſed High Prieſt 
ſaid of himſelf « 1f 1 honour my ſelf, my honour is nothing ; it rs God that 
honoureth me; For Chriſt being the fountain of Evangelicall muni- 
ſtery, is the meaſure 'of our diſpenſations, and the rule of Ecclefia- 


ſticall oxconomy ; and therefore we muſt not arrogate any power 
b__— | from 
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| pwrepBavra, that is, He that is ordained by men, yet receives his 


' This deſcended: in the. ſucceſſion of the Churches dofrine for 


| from our ſelves, or from a lefle authority then our Lord and Maſter 


did : and this is true and neceſlary in the Goſpell, rather then in a- 
ny miniſtery or Prieſthood that eyer was, becauſe of the collation 
of @.many cxccllent and ſupernaturall abilities which derive from 
Chriſt upon his Miniſters, in order to the work of the Goſpel, 

And the Apoſtles underſtood their duty in this particular, asin 
all things elſe 3 for when they had reccived all this power from a- 
boye.they were carefull ro confign the truth, that although it be as- 
bwrir Tats- itis be yaps, 4divine grace in a humane miniftery, 
and that although dw «»lpumer xglicula: yet we javry ms my mr 


power from God, not at all o himſelf; and from 0 man as from the 
fountain of his power; And this I ſay the Apoſtles were carcfull ro 
conſign in the firſt inſtance of Ordination in the caſe of Mathias, 
Thou Lord ſhew which of theſe two thou haſt choſen : God was the Ele- 
Rar, and they the Miniſters z and this being at the firſt beginning 
of Chriſtianity, in the very firſt deſignation of an eccleſiaſticall per- 
ſon, - was of ſufficient influence into the religion for ever.after, and 


the execution, 1 


ever. Receive the holy Ghoſt,(aid Chriſt to his Apoſtles, when he en- 
abled them with Preeſtly power; and S. Paul to the Biſhops of Aſia 


tall man, no Anget, or Arch 


Holy Ghoſt alone hath conſtituted this order, ſaith S. Chryſoſtome. And 


this very. thing, beſides the matter of fat, and the plain donation 
of the power by our bleſſed Saviour, is intimated by the words of 
Chriſt otherwhere; Pray ye therefore the Lord of the vineyard that he 
| will ſend labourers into his harveſt; Now his miſſion, is not onely a 


he never commands a work but he gives abilities to its perfor- 
mance; andtherefore ſtill in every deſignation of the perſon, by 
what ever miniſtery. it be done, either that miniſtery is by: God con- 
ſtituted to be the ordinary means of conveying the abilities, ot 


from him-ſome way or other. 

TIaoz Soos aa x; my SN wpnprc THAEOY 
Aol eQ——— 

S. Fames hath adopted it into the family. of Evangelicall truths; | 
ant Swpnua lira, and:therefore amv Swpnua Tihawrror, cvery 


lity come 


the Chutchis the gift of 0rdination, is from above, the gifts of per- 


44. 


raughr us to derive all clericall power from God ; and therefore by | 
DO and Miniſterics which himſelf hath appointed , but in | 
nahendro beimraded, or furprized inthe entrance, or polluredin | 


faid, The holy Ghoſt hath made you Biſhops or Overſeers, becauſe no mor- | 
ell, nor axy other created power, but the | 


defigning of the perſons, bur enabling them with power, becauſe | 


elſe God himſelf miniſters the grace immediately, It muſt of neceſ- | 


perfethegift, and therefore every, perfecting gift, which in the ſtile of | 


-» 


feRing the perſons of the Hicrarchy, and miniſtery —__— ; 
| I which | 


4 
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which thing is further intimated byS. Paul. Nowhe which ft abliſheth us | 
with you [| «s Xpigov ] in order to Chriſt | and Chriſtian Religion is God, 
and that his meaning be tthderſtood concerning the 2exuwas Am: 
5A of eſtabliſhing him in the miniſtery, he addes & yriox nuas |. 
6 Bos , and hewhich anointeth us is God, and hath ſealed us with an thy 
earneſt of his Spirit Cunttion] and [ conſignation}] and eſtabliſhing by 
the holy Spirit: } the very ſtile of the Church forordination 7#rov 5 
LT) eaPpayioey 0 beos, it was ſaid of Chriſt , Him hath the Father 
ſealed, that is, ordained him the Prieſt and Prophet of the world; 
and this he plainly ſpoke as their Apoſtle and Preſident in reli ( "uk oT1 Xu pt 
ion, Not as Lords over your faith, but fellow-workers;, he | 7:9! *K%» 

ipake of himſelf and Trmothy, concerning whoſe Miniſtery in | £2x40 1443 
order to them, he now gives account - wypioas 6 beos and agpe- | f94Y: © 
yin er Oo feos : Godanoints the Prieft, and God conſiexs him 
with the holy Ghoſt, that is the Principale queſitum , that is the 
main queſtion, 

And therefore the Author of the books of Eccleſiaſticall hicrar- 5. 
chy, giving the rationale of the rites of Ordination , ſays thar the 
Pricſt is made ſo # «vappnow by way of proclaiming and publicati- |... ,, | 
on of the perſon, ſignifying, That the holy man that conſecratesis but ingertaards 
the proclaimer of the divine eleftion, but not by any humane power | #*9«»7op.xi; 
or proper grace docs he give the perfeRt pit and conſecratc Rs 
the perſon. And * Nazianzen, ſpeaking of the rites of ordi- | yi5,»« dvris 
nation hath this expreſſion, with which the divine grace & proclai- | 9/* X9471 
med : (And Billius renders it ill by ſeperinvocatur.) He makes the | you; 30; 754 
power of conſecration to be declarative; which indeed is a leſſer ors dyoy 
expreſſion of a fuller power, bur it ſignifies as much as the whole | =%% 
comes to; for it muſt mean, God does tranſmit the grace [at] or * 1» 074. law | 
[4yJor [ix] the exteriour miniſtery, and the Miniſter is expevlop- ng paris 
xo adeclarer] not by the word of his mouth, diſtin from the | ,v@ 7; u- 
work of his hand : But by the miniſtery, he declares the work of | #%%ie5 «ex; 
God, then wrought in the perſon ſuſcipient. And thus in abſolu- | ma. od 
tion the Prieſt declares the at of God pardoning, not that he is a | 75 1udſigey 
Preacher oncly of the pardon upon certain conditions, bur that he | ©'* »96« x- 
is not the principall agent, but by his miniſtery declares and miniſters fra. 
the effect and work of God. And this interpretations clearin the 
inſtance of the bleſſed Sacrament, where not onely the Prieſt but 
the people doe zaTayyiaray declare the Lords death, not by a Ho- 
mily, but by virtue of the myſtery which they participate. And in 
the inſtance of this preſent queſtion, ' the conſecrator. does declare 
the power to deſcend frong God upon the perſon to be ordained. 

But thus the whole ation being bur a miniſtery is a declaration 6, 
of the effeR and grace of Gads vouchſafing and becauſe God does 
it nor immediately,and alſo becauſe ſuch cffes are inviſible and ſc- 
cret operations, God appointing an external rite and miniſtery,does 
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3s it can be, that is, that it may by ſuch rites be declared to all the ; 


world what God is doing, and that man cannot doe it of himſelf , 
and beſides the reaſonableneſle of the thing, the very words in the 
preſent allegation doe to this very ſenſe expound themſelves : for 
expavTopros en and wx id\icy yapri are the fame thing and expreſlive 
of each other ; the conlecrator declares, that is, he doth not do it 
by collation of his own grace or power, but the grace of God and 
power from above. 

And this do&rine we read alſo in S, Cyprian towards the end of 
his Epiſtle to-Cornelius - ut Dominus qui Sacerdotes ſibi in eccleſia ſua 
elizere & conſtituere dignatur, elettos quoque & conſt itutos ſua voluntate 
atque opitulatione tueatur : It is a good prayer of ordination, [that 
the Lord who youchſafes to chooſe and conſecrate Prieſts in his 
Church, would alſo be pleaſed by his ayd and grace to defend them 
whom he hath ſo choſen and appointed] Homo manum imponit, & 
Dens largitur gratiam : Sacerdos imponit ſupplicem dextram , Dees 
benedicit potenti dextra,ſaith S. Ambroſe, man impoſes his hand, but 
God gives the grace : the Biſhop layes on his hand of prayer, and 
God bleſſes with his hand of power. The effe& of this diſcourſe is 
plain; the grace and powers that enable men to miniſter in the my- 
ſteries of the Goſpel is ſo- wholly from God, that whoſoever al- 
ſumes it without Gods warrant, and beſides his way; miniſters with 
a vain, ſacrilegious, and ineffe&rve hand, ſave onely that he diſturbs 
the appointed order, and does himſelf a miſchict. 


Sxcr, VII. 


Þ' this ordination the perſons ordained are made miniſters of | 


the Goſpel, ſtewards of all its.-myſteries, the light, the alt 
of the carth, the ſhepheard of the flock, Curates of ſoules ; 
theſe are their offices, or their appellatives (which you pleaſe) for 
the Clericall ordination is no other, but a ſantification of the perſon 
inboth ſenſes; that is, 1 a ſeparation of him to do certain myſterious 
actions of religion : which is that ſanRification by which Feremy 
and S, Fohn the Baptiſt were ſanfified from their mothers wombs. 
2 It is alſo a ſanRtification of the perſon, by the increaſing or giving 
reſpeCtively to the capacity of the ſuſcipient, ſuch graces as make 
the perſon meet to ſpeak to God, to pray for the people, to handle 
the myſteries, and to have influence upon the cure. | 
The firſt ſanRtification is a deſignation of the perſon; which 


muſt of neceflity be ſome way or other by God : becauſe it is a nee- | 


rer approach to him, a miniſtery of his graces, which without his 
appointment, a man -»uſt xot, cannot any more doe, then a meſſen- 
ger can cary pardon to a condemned perſon, which his Prince ne- 
ver ſent. Bur this ſeparation of the perſon, is not onely a naming 


of the man, (for ſo farre the ſeparation of the perſon may be previ- 
| | ous 
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A ous to the ordination:for ſo it was in the ordinations of Mathias and 
the ſeven Deacons; The Apoſtles #5noy Sus they appointed two,be- 
fore God choſe by lot; and the whole Church choſe the ſeven 
Deacons before the Apoſtles impoſed hands;) bur the ſeparation , 
or this firſt ſanCtification of rlre perſon, is a giving him a power to 
doe ſuch offices, which God hath appointed to be done to him,and 
for the people, which we may clearly fec and underſtand in the in- 
| ſtance of Fob and his friends : For when God would be intreated | 
in behalfe of E;phaz and his companions, he gave order that Fob 
ſhould make the addrefſe ; Goe to my ſervant, beſbal pray for you, and | 74 41, 8. 
B | Simmwill 1 accept, this ſeparation of a perſon for the offices of ad. 
vocation, is the ſame thing which I mean by ths firſt ſanttification 
God did it, and gave him a power and authority to goe to him, 
and put him into a place of truſt and favour about him, and made 
him a miniſter of the ſacrifice; which is a power and eminency a- 
bove the perſons for whom he was to ſacrifice, and a power or 
grace from God to be in necrneſſe to him. This I ſuppSſe to be 
the great argument for the neceſſity of ſeparating a certain order 
of men for eccleſiaſticall miniſteries : And it relies upon theſe pro- 
poſitions. 1.All power of ordination deſcends from God,and he it 
C | 15 who ſantifies and ſeparates the perſo@ 2. The Prieſt by God is 
ſeparate ro be thE gracious perſon to ſtand between him and 
the people, 3. Hee ſpeaks the word of God, and returns 
the prayers and duty of the people, and reconveyes the bleſſings of 
God by. his prayer and by fis miniſtery. So that although every 
Chriſtian mult pray, and may be heard, yet there is a ſolemn per- 
{ ſon appointed to pray in publick : and though Gods ſpirit is given 
toall that aske it, and the promiſes of the Goſpel are verified to all 
that obey the Goſpell of Icſus, yet God hath appointed facra- | 
ments and folemnities, by which the promiſes and bleſſings are mi- | 
D | niſtred more ſolemnly, and to greater effeRts. All the —_— de- 
votions the people may doe alone the ſolemn,rituall,and publick , 
the 2ppointed Miniſter onely muſt do. And if any man ſhall ſay , 
becauſe the Prieſts miniſtery is by prayer, every man can doe it , 
and fo, no need of him; by the ſame reaſon hemay ſay alſo that the 
| Sacraments are unneceſſary , becauſe the ſame effe& which they 
produce is alſo in ſome degree the reward of a private piety, and 
devotion. But the particulars are to be further proyed and cxplica- 
ted as they need. * 
Now what for illuſtration of this article I have brought from the . 
E | inſtance of Fob, is true in the miniſters of the Goſpell, with the ſu- : 
eraddition of many degrees of eminency, But ſtill i» the ſame kind, 
Po the power God hath given, is indeed myſtrcall; bet it is not like 
a power operating by way of naturall or proper operation; it is not 
vs but facultas, not an inherent quality that iſſues out aRions by way 
of dirc{ cmanartion, like naturall or a habits, bur it is a grace | | 
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expreſled his purpoſe toaccept them in ſuch miniſtrations, 


| Prieſts miniſtery is certainly the inſtrument of conveying all the 
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or favour done to the perſon, and a qualification of him n genere po- 
litico, he receives a politick, publick, and ſolemn capacity, to inter- | 


vene betwcen God and the people; and although it were granted 
that the people could do the externall work, or the aQion of 
Church miniſteries, yet they are ations to no purpoſe, they want 
the life and all the excellency, unleſlc they be done by ſuch perſons 
whom God hath called toit, and by ſome means of his own hath 


And this explication will cafily be verified in all the particulars 
of the Prieſts power z becauſe all the miniſteries of the Goſpellare 
in genere orationts, (unlefle we except preaching, in which God ſpeaks. 
by his ſervants to the people) the miniſter by his office is an z»nter- 
ceſſor with God, and the word uſed in Scripture for the Prieſts oficia- 
ting , ſignifies his praying [Aelepywlor I; autor} as they were mi 
niſtring or doing their Liturgy, the work of their ſupplications and 
interceſgipn; and therefore the Apoſtles poſitively included all their 
whole mMiniſtery in theſe two : [but we will give our ſelves to the word 
of God and to prayer ; the prayer of conſecration, the prayer of abſo- 
lution, the praycr of impoſition of hands : they had nothing elſe to 
doe, but pray and preach. And for this reaſon it was, that the Apo- 
Rles in a ſenle neereſt to Ge letter did verific the precept of ourbleſ- 
ſed Saviour ; my contiaudlly, that is, in all thi offices, as, parts 
and miniſterics of 4 dayly Liturgy. 

This is not «0 lefſenthe power, but to underſtand it; for the 


bleflings of the people, which are annexed to the ordinary admini- 
ſtration of the Spirit. Bur when all the office of Chriſts Prieſthood | 
in heaven is called #terceſs:on for us, and himſelf makes the ſacrifice 


of the Croſle, effeuall to the ſalvation and graces of his Church, | 


by his prayer, ſince we are miniſters of the ſame Prieſthood, can 
there bea greater glory then to have our miniſtery like to that of 
Jeſus ? not operating by virtue of a certain number of ſyllables, but 
by a holy, ſolemn, determined and religious prayer, in the ſeverall 
manners and inſtances of interceſsion; according to the analogy of 
all the religions in the world, whoſe moſt ſolemn myſtery, was 
then moſt ſolemn prayer : I mean it inthe matter of ſacrificing ; 
which alſo is true in the moſt myſterious ſolemnity of Chriſtianit 
m the holy Sacrament of the Lords ſupper, which is hallowed and 
lifted up from the common bread and wine by myſtical prayers and 
folemn invocations of God, And therefore S. Dionyſiz calls the 
forms of conſecration nAe5mgs bixAnes prayers of conſecration,and 
S. Cyrill in his 3 myſtagogique Catechiſm ſays the ſame. The Excha- 
riſticall breadF after the invocations of the holy Ghoſt ] is not any longer 
common bread, but the body of Chriſt. 

For although it be neceſſary that the words which in the Latin 


_—_ 


Church have been for a long time called the words of yy 
h (whic 


A 


the Office Miniſterial, i 48 | 


A | (which indeed are more properly the words of inſticution) ſhould be 
repeated in every confecration, becauſe the whole ation is not 
completed according to Chriſts pattern, nor the death of Chriſt ſv 
ſolemnly enunciated without them; yer even thoſe words alſo are | 
part of a myſticall prayer z and therefore as rhey are nor onely in- | 
tended there cv ud Iinynoews, by way of hiſtory or narration (as 1: £xpoſir. 
Cabaſil, miſtakes 3) ſo alſo inthe moſt ancient Liturgies, they were | «+ 
not onely read 4mynugrrxaus, Or asa meer narrative, bur alſo with | 
the form of an addrefle, or invocation : Fiat hic panis corpus Chriſts, 
. | & fiat hor vinum ſ[anguis Chriſti, Let this bread be made the body of | 
B | Chriſt, &c.Sqit is in S. Fames his Liturgy, S. Clement, S. Marks, 
and the Greck Doors: And in the very recitation of the words 
of inſtitution, the people cyer uſed to anſwer [ Amen} which inti- 
mates it to-have beena conſecration in genere orationzs, called by 
| S. Paul benediction, or the bread of bleſſing, and therefore S. Auſtin 
expounding thoſe words of S. P.ul [Let prayers and ſupplications and 
interceſsions, and giving of thanks be made } ſaith, Eligo in his verbis 
hoc intelligere, quod omnis vel pene ononis frequentat eccleſia, ut [ preca- 
tiones? accipiamns .dittas quas fecimns in celebratione ſacramentorum 
| | antequar illud quod eſt in Domini men4 accipiat benedici : [ oratio- 
C | nes] cum benedicitur, & ad diſtribuendum comminnitur : quam tot ans 0- 
rationem pene onnis eccleſia Dominica oratione concludit. The words 
and form of conſecration ke calls by the name of [orationes ] ſuppli- 
cations ; the prayers before the conſecration [ preces] and all the 
| whole action oratio: J and this is according to the ſtile and praiſe, 
| and ſenſe of the whole Church or very neer the whole. And S. Ba- 
ſaith, that there is more neceſſary to conſecration then the words 
| recited by the Apoſtles and by the Evangeliſts. * The ol 
1» words of invocation in the ſhewing the bread of the 7; -7 hall rey ONE 
» Euchariſt,and the cup of bleſsing, who of all the Saints &x 75 evad4ite 73 dpre | 
D | »» have left ro us £ For we are not content with thoſe tne the”, ey, y 179 
»» which the Apoſtle and the Evangeliſts mention : but Soler abs KA Spe. 
»» both before and gfter, we ſay other words, having great * y& 7»705 dgxipthe, cy 
,» power towards the myſtery, 6 71s azgaqu Id aoxgAi- 53 TIG N75 ave 
»» &5 mLegAcaſportes which we have received by tradition. TPALY 0uby) x, &T1ALY0- 
Theſe words ſer down inScripture they retained as a part #% 57495 95 #820 5 
of the myſtery cooperating to the ſolemnity, manifeſting 7, Lexus OY 
the ſignification of the rite, the glory of the change, the 
operation of the Spirit, the death of Chriſt, and the memory of the | 
ſacrifice ; but this great work which all Chriſtians knew to be 
E | done by the holy Ghoſt, the Prieſt did obtain by prayer and ſo- 
lemn invocation : according to the ſaying of Proclus of C, P, ſpea- 
king of the tradition of certain prayers uled in the myſteries, and 
indited by the Apoſtles (as it was (aid) but eſpecially in S. Fames 
his Liturgy : By theſe prayers (ſaith he) they expedited the coming of the 
holy Ghoſt, that hns divine no might make the bread and the wine | 


mixt 
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| mixt with water to become the body and bloud of our bleſſed as. 


d Luis patiatur | 


ut menſarum C& | 


i 


And S. Juſtin Martyr very often calls the Euchariſt food made 
ſacramentall and euchariſticall by prayer ;, and Origen, we eat the bread 


holy, and made the body of Chriſt by prayer : Verbo Det & per obſecratio- | 


nem ſanttificatus, bread ſan#tified by the word of God, and by prayer, viz. 
the prayer of conſecration : prece myſtica is S. Auſtins expreſsion of 
it : © Corps Chriſti & /anguinem dicimus illud tantum , quod ex frutti- 
bus terre acceptum & prece myſtica conſecratum rite- ſumimus. That 
onely we call the body and bloud of Chriſt which we receive of the 
fruits of the earth and being conſecrated by the myſticall prayer, we take 
according to the rite. And S. Hierom chides the infolency of ſome 
Deacons towards Prieſts, upon this ground. 4 Who can ſuffer that 
the Miniſters of widdews and tables ſhould advance themſelves above 
thoſe [at whoſe prayers] the body and bloyd of Chriſt are exhibited or 


viduarum mi> | yyage preſentiall. Tadde onely the words of Damaſcen The bread and 
miſter [pn us wine are changed into the body and bloud of Chriſt ſupernaturally by invo- 


cos ſe tum! 


efferat, ad que= cation andcomins of the Holy Ghoſt, 
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| 


| 


j onand paſsion of Chriſt, which is effeRuall int 


Now whether this conſecration by prayer, did mean to reduce 
the words of inſtitution to the ſenſe and ſignification of a prayer, or 
that they mean, the conſecration was made by the other prayegs an- 
nexed to the narrative of the inſtiturion, according to the ſeverall 
ſenſesof the Greek and Latin Church, yet ſtill the miniſtery of the 
Prieſt whether in the words of conſecration, orin the annexed pray- 
ers is ſtill by way of prayer. Nay further yet, the whole myſtery it 
ſelf is operative in the way of prayer,ſaith Caſſandergin behalf of the 


School and of all the Roman Church; and indeed S, Ambroſe and | 


others of the Fathers in behalf of the Church Cartholick. Nunc 
Chriſtus offertur, ſed offertur quaſi homo, quaſi recipiens paſcionem,&+ of- 
fert ſeipſum quaſi Sacerdos ut peccata noſtra dimittat hic in imazine [ ibi 
in veritate. ubt apudpatrem quaſi advocatus intervenit)} So that what 


| the Prieſt does here, being an imitation of Chriſt does in heaven, is 


by the ſacrifice ofa ſolemn prayer, and by the _— the aRi- 

e way of prayer, 
and by the exhibiting 1t to God by a ſolemn prayer, and advocati- 
on, inimitation of, and union with Chriſt. All the whole office is 
an office of interceſsion, as it paſſes from the Pricſt to God, and 
from the people to God ; And then for that great myſteriouſneſle, 
which is the ſacramentall change, which is that which paſles from 
God unto the people by the Prieſt, that alſo is obtained and cffe- 
ed by way of prayer. 

For fince the Holy Ghoſt is the conſecrator, either he is called 
down by the force of a certain number of ſyllables, which that he 
will verifie, himſelf hath no where deſcribed; and that he means not 

to 


—_— nl 


? 


. 


- — 


A 


the Office Munſteriall. 


« 


to doit he hath fairly intimated, in ſetting down the inſtitution in 


words of great vicinity, 70 expreſſe the ſexſe of the wyſtery, but yet of 


New Teſtament Jo it is in S. Matthew and S, Mark,[ The new Teſta- 
ment in my bloud Jo S. Paxland S. Luke, My body which is broken, 
My body whichis given, &c. and to think otherwiſe is ſo neer the 
Gentile rites, and the myſterics of Zoroaſtes, and the ſecret opera- 
tions of the Exthei and heathen Prieſts, that unleſfſe God had de- 
clared expreſlely ſuch a power to be affixed to the recitation of ſuch 


| certain words, 1t is not with too much forwardneſle to be ſuppo- 
| ſed true in the ſpirituality of the Goſpel. 

| Burifthe Spirit deſcends not by the force of ſyllables, it follows 
he is called down by the prayers of the Church, preſented by the 
, Prieſts, which indeed is much to the honour of God and of religi- 
on, an endearment of our duty, is according to the analogy of the 
Goſpell, and a proper action or part of ſpirituall ſacrifice, that great 
excellency of Evangelicall religion. 

For what can be more aptand reaſonable to bring any great bleſ- 
ſing from God then prayer, which acknowledges him the fountain 
of bleſſing, and yer puts us into a capacity of receiving it by way of 
morall prediſpoſition, that holy graces may deſcend into holy veſ- 
ſels, by holy miniſteries, and conveyances; and none are more fit 
for the employment then prayers, whereby we bleſſe God, and bleſſe 
the ſymbols, and aske that God may bleſſe us, and by which every 
thing is ſanctified, vis. by the word of God and prayer, that is, by 
Gods benediQtion and our impetration; according to the uſe of the 
word inthe ſaying of our bleſſed Saviour , Man lives [by every 


to which, prayer is to be joyned, that we may cooperate with God 
in a way moſt likely to prevail with him; and they are excellent 
words which * Caſſandcr hath ſaid to the purpoſe; Some Apoſtolicall 
Churches from the beginning uſed ſuch ſolemn prayers to the celebration of 
the myſteries, and Chriſt himſelf beſide that he recited the words ( of inſti- 
tution) he bleſſed the Symbols before and after, ſung an Ecclefiaſticall 
hymn, And therefore the Greek Churches which have with more 
ſeverity kept the firſt and moſt ancient forms of conſecration, then 


the Latin Church;affirm that the conſecration is made by ſolemn 


body of a preyer are uſed for argument to move God to hallow the 
gifts, and as an expreflion and determination of the defire. - And 
this,*Cabriel of Philadelphia obſerves out of an Apoſtolical Liturgy, 
, The words of our Lord egwyvpteres ]antecedently and by way of inſtitu- 
| 110n, and incentive are the form, tozether with the words which th: Prieſt 
| afterwards recites according 45 it ts ſet down in the divine Liturgy. It 1s 
| ſuppoſed hie meanes the Liturgy reported to be made by _ 
WHRIC 


ſo much difference and variety as will ſhew, this great change is not | 
| wrought by ſuch certain and determined words, [The bloud of the 


word] that proceeds out of the mouth of God : that is,by Gods bleſling; 


| 
' 
' 
| 
| 
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invocation alone,and the very recitation of the words ſpoken in the ' 
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Lib. 3. de bap. 


contr. Donat. 
C. 16. 


Epift. 92. 


which is of the moſt ancient uſe in the Greek Church,and all Lirur- 

ies in the world in their ſeverall Canons of communion , 

oe now, and did for ever mingle ſolemn prayers together with re- 
citation of Chriſts words ; The Church of England does moſt re- 
ligiouſly obſcrveir according to the cuſtome and ſenſe of the primi- 
tive Liturgies 3 who always did belceve the conſecrationnor to be 
a naturall effe&, and change finiſhed in any oneinſtant, but a divine 
alteration conſequent to the whole miniſtery : that is, the ſolemn 


prayer and invocation. 
Now if this great miniſtery be by way of ſolemn prayer it will 
caſier be grantcd that ſo the other arc. For abſolntion and reconci- 


lation of penitents I need ſay no more, but the queſtion of S. Auſtin, 
uid eft aliud manus impoſitio, quam oratio ſuper hominem © And the 
Prieſtly abſolurion is called by Saint Leo Sacerdotum ſupplicationes , 
the prayers of Prietts : and in the old Ordo Romanws, and in the Pon- 
tificall the forms of reconciliation were [| Dews te abſolvat] the Lord 
pardon thee, 8c. But whatſoever the forms were (for they may be 
optative, or indicative, or declarative) the caſe is not altered as to 
this queſtion ; for whatever the a of the Prieſt be, whether it be 
the a&t of a Judge,orofan Embaſſadour, a Counſellor, or a Phy- 
ſitian, or all this, the bleſsing which he miniſters is by way of a ſo- 
lemn prayer, according to the exigence of the preſent rite; and the 


| form of words doth not alter the caſe ; for [ Ego benedico, & Deus 


benedicat Jis the ſame, and was no more, when God commanded the 
Prieſt in cxpreſſe terms to bleſſe the people; onely the Church of late, 
chooſes the indicative form, to ſignific that ſucha perſon is by au- 
thority and proper deſignation appointed the ordinary miniſter of 
| benediRion. For in the (ſenſe of the Church and Scripture, none 
can give bleſsing but a ſuperiour , and yet every perſon may ſay 
in charity God bleſſe you; He may not be properly ſaid to bleſſe, 
for the greater is not bleſſed of the leſſer by Saint Pauls rule the Prieſt 
may bleſlc, or the Father may, and yet their benediQion, (ſave that 
it fignifies rhe authority, and ſolemn depuration of the perſon to 
ſuch an ordinary Miniſtery) ſignifies but the ſame thing, that is, it 
operates by way of prayer; but is therefore prevalent and more cf- 
fetuall, becaule it is by perſons appointed by God. And ſoit is in 
abſolution, for he that miniſters the pardon being the perſon that 
paſſes the a of God to the penitent, and thea& of the penitent to 
God all that manner that the Prieſt interpoſes for the penitent to 
Godis by way of prayer, and by the mediation of interceſsion; for 
thereis none elſe in this imaginable; and the other of paſsing Gods 
aft upon the penitentis by way of interpretation and cnunciation, as 
an Embaſſador, and by the word of his miniitery ; in perſona Chriiti 
condonavi , o—_ in the perſon of Chriit : ſaith S, Paul, in the firſt 
he is iepevs,b1xaArwr,,yoper@.,penidur,gyapmors;in the ſecond 
he is vTopnlns expavropmos; in both, a miniſter of divine benediRi- 


On 


—— 


| 


the Office Mumiſteriall 


> | 


C——_ 


| is ſofar from-making the power of tlic holy manlefle 


on to the pcople, the anvintive from 'abeve deſcends upon Adrons 
beard, and {a by degrees to the skirrs of the people and yer in thoſe 
things which the Prieſt or the Prophet does but ſignifi by divine 
appointment, hc is ſaid to doe rhe thing, whichhe onely ſignifies 
and makes publick as a Miniſter of God : thus God fent te, 
he ſet him over the Nations to root ont, aud to pull down,and to deftrey, to 
throw down, and to bui{d,aud to plant; and yet in all this his mini 
was nothing but Propheticall : and he thar converts a ſinner is ſkid 
to ſave him, and to hids a multitude of ſins, that is, he is inftrumencall 
ro it and miniſters in the imployment; ſo that here alſo, Yerbtim eſt 
oratio, the word of God and prayer do tranſact both the parts. of 
this office. And I underſtand, thoughnot the degreeand excellen- 
cy, yer the truth of this manner of operation in the.inſtance of 1/aac 
bleſſing Faceb, which in the ſeverall parts was exptefled in all forms, 
indicative, optatrve, enwnciative, and yet there is no queſtion butir 
was intended to do Faceb benefit by way of impetration , ſo that 
although the Church may exprefle the acts of her miniſtery in whar 
form ſhe pleaſe, and ivith deſign ro make fignification of another 
article, yet the manner of procuring bleſſings and graces for the 
people is by a miniſtery of interpellation and prayer, we having no 
dther way of addreſle or return to God bur by petition and cu- 
chariſt. | 

17. I ſhall not need to inſtance any more, S. A»ſtin ſummes up 
all the Ecclefiaſticall miniſteries in an expreſſion fully to this put- 
poſe; $5 ergo ad hoc valet quod dictum eft in Evangelio, Deus peccato- 
rem non audit, ut per peceatorem ſacramenta non celebrentur, Quomods 
exaudit---deprecantem vel ſuper aquam baptiſm, wel ſuper olewn, wel 
ſuper Euchariſt iam,vvel ſuper capita corum ſuper quibus manus imponitur? 
with S. Auſtin, praying over the ſymbols of every Sacrament, and 
ſacramentatl,is all one with celebrating the myſtery. And therefore in 
the office of Canſecration in the Greek Church, this power paſſes 
upon the perſon ordained. That he may be worthy to acke things ofthee 
far the ſalvation of the people, thar is, ro celebrate the Sacraryentsand 
Rites, and that thou wilt hear him: which fully expreffes the ſenſe of 
the preſent diſcourſe, that the firſt part of that 
Spirit which conſccrates the Prieſt, the firſt parrof his ſanRificart- 
on, is a ſeparation of the perſon to the power of intercefsion, for 
the people, and.a minifteriall mediation, by the miniſtrationof ſuch 
rites and ſolemn: invocations which God hath appointed or de- 

cd. 
—_— now: this ſandiificagion which is fo evidentin Seripture, tra- 
| dition, and neaſon, taken from proportion and —_—— religion, 
cn iSſu 

| ed, tharir ſhews thegreatnefle of it by 2 true anc eras = 
reſerves the ſacrednefir' of ir.{o- within its own cancets, tha it will 


be the greareſtſacriledge:in the! world to invade iry for who ever 
| will. 
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I5. 


| che people under Chriſt, he boldly thruſts himſelf into the participati- 


Em, | 


will boldly enter within this vail; niſi qui vicatur ſiews arop, unleſſe 


he be ſanctified as is the Prieſt, who- is ouniegivoas Iu Kpices, as Na- 
2ianzencalls him, a Miniſter cooperating with Chriſt, he does 
without leave call himſelf amay of God, a Mediator between God and 


on of that glorious mediation- which Chriſt officiates in heaven; 
| all which things as they are great honours to the perſon gghely cal- 
led'to ſuch vicinity and indearments with God, fo they depend 
wholly upondivine dignation of the grace & vocation of the perſon. 
2. Now for the other part of ſpirituall emanation or deſcent of 
graces in ſanCtification of the Clergy, that is in order to the perfor- 


punloy auTe Ty iepoouyny yapiontai, that's the ſenſe of it, that God 
who s the lover of foutes may grant 4 pure and unblameable Prieſthood , 
and certainly they who arc honoured with fo greata grace as to be 
called to officiate in holy and uſefull Miniſtenies have need alſo of 
other graces ta make them perſons holy in habit and diſpoſition, as 
wellas holy-in calling, and therefore God hath ſent his Spirit to 
furniſh his Emifſaries with excellencies proportionable to their 
need and the uſefainefſe of the Church. Ar the beginning of Chri- 


- arm nn ne, diſcerning 
of fpints, deep judgement, innocence and prudence of deportment, 
the-giftof es. theſe wereſo neceſſary at the inſtitution of the 
Chriſtian Church; that if we had not had teſtimony of the. matter 
of fa," the reaſonableneſle of the thing would prove the actuall diſ- 
penſationof the Spirit; becauſe God never fails in neceſſaries; But 
afterward, when all the exrraordinary needs were ſerved, the extra- 


- So 1 6, . 
BAY { fication;of a more excellent faith, of fervent charity, of providence 
' | and paternall care: Gifts which now deſcend not by way of mira- 
| cle, as upon the Apoſtles, are to be acquired by humane induſtry , 


) ordinary ſtock was ſpent and God retracted thoſe iſſues into their 
fountains, and then the graces that were neceſſary for the well diſ- | 
| charging the &3>cAnor MECITECS, the Prieftly funttion, were ſuch as 
miake the perſon of more benefit to the people, not onely by being 
exemplary to them, —_— and loved by God, and thoſe arc 

ſpirituall graces of ſanRification. 
' And therefore Ordination is a collation of holy graces of ſan&i- 


by ſtudy and good letters, and therefore are preſuppoſed in the per- 
ſon to be ordained ; to which purpoſe the Church now examines 
the abilities of the man, before ſhe lays on hands; and therefore the 
Church does not ſuppoſe that the Spirit in ordination deſcends in | 
gifts, and in the infuſion of habits, and perfect abilities, though 
then alſo, it is reaſonable to beleeve that God will afſiſt the pious 
and carefull endeavours of holy Pricſts, and blefſe them with ſpe- 
ciall ayds and cooperation; becauſe a more extraordinary ability is 


matice of the other, omws o piaarlpurO. bo nuwr aoninor x; apw- | 


| ſtianiry God gave gifts extraordinary, as boldneſle of ſpirit, fearleſs | 
* 7 courage, freedome of diſcourſe, excellent underſtanding 


_ 


need- 


—— 


the Office Mmnſteriall, 


* 
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needfull for perſons ſo deſigned ; Bart the proper and great aid 
which the ſpirit of ordination gives, is ſuch inſtances of aſſiſtance 
which make the perſon more holy. 

And thisis ſo certainly truc,that even when the Apoſtle had or- 
dained Timothy to be Biſhop of Epheſus, he calls upon him to ſtirre 
up the gift of God,w hich was in him by the putting on of his hands, 8: that 

ift is a roſary of graces. what graces they are he enumerates in the 
Conin: words : God hath not given us the ſpirit of fear but of power , 


| of love, x} awgporioj43, and of a modeſt and ſober mind (and theſe words 


are made part of the form of collating the Epiſcopall order in the 
churchof Eng.)Here is all that deſcend from the Spirit in ordinati- 
on,#vyau,power,that is, to officiate and intercede with God in the 


| _ of miniſtery, and the reſt are ſuch gs implie duty,ſuch as make 
im 


fitto be a Ruler in paternal and ſweet government, modeſty,ſobri- 
ety,love, And therfore in the forms of ordination of the Gr, Church 


haye ſuffered the leaſt change, & been polluted with fewer intereſts) 
the myſtical prayer of ordination names graces in order to holineſs. 
We pray thee that the grace of theeuer holy Spirit may deſcend upon him, 
2 Fill him ful of all faith & love and power & ſanttification by the illumi- 
nation of thy holy & life-giving Spirit: & the reaſon why theſe things 
aredefird,8&given,is in order to the righit performinghus holy offices 
bthat he may be worthy to ſtand without blame at thy Altar, to preachthe 
Goſpell of thy Kingdome,to miniſter the words of thy truth,zo bring to Thee 


gifts, ſpiritual ſacrifices, to renew the people with the Laver of regeneratid, 


And therefore S. < Cyrill ſays that Chriſts ſaying [receive ye the 
Holy Ghoſt] ſignifies grace given by Chriſt. tothe Apoſtles, where- 
by they were ſanQtified : that by the Holy Ghoſt they might be 
abſolved from thcir ſins, ſaith 4 Haymo, and Saint * Auſtin ſays, that 
many perſons that were ſnatched violently to be made Pricſts or 
Biſhops, who had in their former purpoſes determined ro marr 
and live a ſecular life, hayc in their ordination received the gift of 
continency. And therefore there was reaſon forthe greatneſſe of 
the ſolemnitics uſed in all in ſeparation of Prieſts from the 
world, inſfomuch that wharſocver was uſed in any ſort of ſanRifica- 
tion ot ſolemn benediction hy Moſes law, all that” was uſedin conſe- 
cration of the Prieſt, who was to receive the greateſt meaſure of 
ſanRification. Eadem item wvis etiam Sacerdotem auguſtum & hono. 
randum facit novitate benedictionis a communitate vulgs ſeeregatum, 
Cum enim heri unus + plebe eſſet, repente redditur preceptor, praſes, Do- 
for pietatis, myſteriorum latentium Preſul &c. Inviſibili quadam wi , 
ac gratta ivifbilem animam in melius tranſformatam gerens, that is , 
improved in all ſpiritual graces; which is lughly expreſſed by f Mar- | 
tyrius who ſaid to Nettarins ; Tu 6 beate recens baptizatus & purifica- 
tus, & mox inſuper ſacerdotio auttus es, utraque autem hec peccatorum 
expiatoria eſſe Deus conſtituit - which are not to be expounded as if 


——<— 


(w= are therforc highly to be valucd,becauſe they are moſt ancient, | ; 
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ordination did conferre the firſt grace, which in the Schools is un- 
E 


derſtood 


f Sogo.l.7.c.10, 


- Orm__—_— 


1 The Dryine inſtitution of 


_— 


I9, 


. derſtood onely to be expiatorious; but the increment of grace, and 


| CanRification; and that alſo is remiſsive of fins, which are taken off 


by parts as the habit decreaſes; and we grow in Gods favour, as our 
graces multiply or grow. 

Now that theſe graces being given in ordination are immediate 
emanations of the oly Spirir, and thercforc not to be uſurped or 
pretended toby any man, upon whom the holy Ghoſt in ordinati- 
on hath not deſcended, I ſhall lefle need to prove, becaule it is cer- 
tain upon the former grounds,and will be finiſhed in the following 
diſcourſes; and iris in the Greek Ordination given as a reaſon of 
the former prayer, 8 yap Cv Th babiou Twy egy yepw!, am Go Th 

J TWY TATION 0s 0 TPHHOY Sidomu oy ages Tois a5ios ov, FOI 
not inthe impoſition of my hands, but inthe overſceing providence 
of thy rich mercies , grace is given to them that are worthy. So 
that we ſee, more goes to the fitting of a perſon for Eccleſiaſticall 
Miniſterics then is uſually ſuppoſed; together with the power, a 
grace is ſpecially collated, and that is not to be taken up and laid 
down,and pretended to by every bolder perſon. The thing is ſacred, 
ſeparate, | ny deliberate, derivative from God, and not of hu- 
mane proviſion, or authority, or pretence, or diſpolition. 


Stcr, VIII. 


dent; and the perſons firſt conſecrated were the Apoſtles, 
who received the ſeverall parts of the Prieſtly order, art ſc- 
verall times; the power of conſecration of the Euchariſt, at the inſti- 
tution of it ; the power of remitting and retaining finnes in the 0- 


T « holy Ghoſt was the firſt conſecrator, that is made evi- 


Raves of Eſter, the power of baptizing & preaching, together with 
univerſall wet Foby immetindy belore the FSA , when 
they were commanded to goe into all the world preaching and bapti- 
zing. This is the whole office of the Prieſthood, and nothing of this 
was given in Pentecoſt when the holy Spirit deſcended and reſted 
upon all of them ; the Apoſtles, the brethren, the women; for then 
they received thoſe great affiſtances which enabled them who had 
been deſigned for Embaſſadors to the world, to doe their great 
work; and others of a lower capacity had their proportion, as the 
effeR of the promiſe of the Father, and a mighty verification of the 
truth of Chriſtianity. 

; Now alltheſe powers which Chriſt had given to his Apoſtles 
were by ſome means or other to be tranſmitted to ſuccecding per- 
ſons, becauſe the ſeverall Miniſteries were to abide for ever. All na- 
tions were to beconverted,a Church to be gathered and continued, 
thenew Converts to be made Confefſors, and configned with ba- 
ptiſm,finsto be remitted,flocks to be fed and guided,and the Lords 
death declared, repreſented, exhibited, and commemorated untill 


his | 


| 


ww 
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A | his ſecond coming. And ſince the powers of doing theſe offices , | 

are acts of free and gracious conceſsion, emanations of the holy 
Spirit, and admiſsions to a vicinity with God, it is not onely impu- 
dence and ſacriledge in the perſon, falſly to pretend, that is, to bely 
the holy Ghoſt, and thruſt into theſe othces, bur there is an impo- 
ſibility in the thing, it is null in the very deed doing, to handle theſe 
myſteries without ſome appointment by God ; unleſle he calls and 
points out the perſon, either by an extraordinary or by an ordinary 
vocazion; Of theſe I muſt give a particular account. 

The extraordinary calling was firſt, thar is, the immediate; for 
B | the firſt beginning ofa laſting neceſsity, is extraordinary, and made 
ordinary in ſuccelsion, and by continuation of a fixed and determi- 
ned Miniſtery, The firſt of every order hath another manner of 
conſtitution, then all the whole ſucceſsion. The riſing of the ſpring 
is of greater wonder,and of more extraordinary and latent reaſon, 
then the deſcent of the current;and the derivation of the powers of 
| the holy Ghoſt that make the Prieſtly order, arc juſt like the crea- 
tion, the firſt man was made with Gods own hands, and all the reſt 
by God, cooperating with a humane a; and there is never the 
ſame necelsity as at firſt for God to create man, The ſpecies or kind 
C | ſhall never fail, but be preſerved inan ordinary way : And (o it is in 
the deſignation of the Miniſters of Evangelicall Prieſthood ; God 
breathed into the Apoſtles To Mav&a0v Xz Ceorrotoy TVEU [40 , the 
breath of the life-eiving ſpirit ; and that breath was to be continued in 
a perpetuall, univocall production z they who had received, they 
were alſo to give; and they onely could. 

Grace cannot be conveyed to any man, but either by the foun- 4* 
tain or by the channell ; by the Author, or by the Miniſter. God 
onely is the fountain and Author, and he that makes himſelf the 
Miniſter whom God appointed nor, docs in effect make himſelf the 
D | Author; for-he undertakes to diſpoſe of grace which he hath nor 
received, to give Gods goods upon his own authority; which he 
that offers at, without Gods warrant, does it onely upon his own. 
; And ſo either he is the Author, or an Uſurper, cither the fountain,or 

a dry cloud, which in effect calls him either blaſþhemors, or ſacr:- 
legions, 

But the firſt and immediate derivation from tlic fountain, that Fo 
onely I affirm to be miraculous, and extraordinary; as all begin- 
nings of eſſences and graces of neceſſity muſt ; thoſe perſons who 
receive the firſt iſſues, they onely are extraordinarily called; all that | 
E | ſucceed are called or deſigned by an ordinary vocation , becauſe 
whatſoever is in the ſucceſsion is but an ordinary neceflity,to which 
God hath proportioned an ordinary Miniſtery ; and when ir may 
be ſupplycd by the common proviſions to look for an extraordina- 
ry calling, is as if a man ſhould expe&t ſome new man to be created, 


as Adam was; it is to ſuppoſe God will multiply becings and opera- 
| = | _ 7 
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led, man could not have come to him in his necrneſſe of a holy Mi- 
niſtery ; he ſent perſonsabroad, and if he had not ſent they could 
not have gone z bur after that he had appointed by his own defig- 
nation perſons who ſhould be Fathers in Chriſt, he called no more , 
bur left them to call others : He firſt immediately gives the y«* 
piTfec, the grace, and leaves this as a Depoſitum ro the Church, faith- 


the doctrine and diſcipline of Jeſus ; he opens the door, ang then 
left it open, commanding all to come in that way, into the Mini- 
ſtry nw tuition of the flock, calling all that came in by windows , 
and poſterns, and oblique ways, theeves androbbers. Andit is ob- 
ſervable, that the word vocation or calling in Scripture when it is re- 
ferred toa deſignation of perſons to the Miniſtery, it always figni- 
fies that which we term, calling extraordinary; it always ſignifies, an 
immediate a&t of God; which alſo ceaſed when the -_ neceſſity 
expired, that is, when the fountain had ſtreamed forth abundantly , 
and made a current to deſcend withourinterruption. The purpoſe of 
this diſcourſe is, that now no man ſhould in theſe days of ordinary 
Miniſtery, look for anextraordinary calling.nor pretend in order to 
vainer purpoſes any new neceſſities. 

They are fancies of a too confident opinion, and over-valuing of 
ourſelves, when-we think the very beeing of a Church is concerned 
in our miſtakes; and if all the world be againſt us, we are nor aſha- 
| med of our folly, but think truth is failed from among the children 
of men, and the Church is at aloſle, and the current derived from 
the firſt emanations is dryed up, and then hethar is boldeſt to pub- 
liſh his follics is alſo as apt to miſtake his own boldneſle for 4 call 
from God as he did at firſt his own vain opinion for a neceſlary truth; 
and then he is called extraordinarily, and ſo ventures into the ſc- 
crets of the Sanftuary. Firſt, he made a neceſsity more then eyer 
God made, and then himſelf finds a remedy that God never ap- 
pointed. He that thinks every ſhaking of the Ark is abſolute ruine 
toit, when peradventure it was but the weakneſle of his own eyes 
that made him fancy what was not, may alſo think he heares a call 
from above to ſupport ir, which indeed was nothing but a noyſe in 
his own head : And there is no cure for this, but to cure the man , 
and ſet his head right. For he that will pretend any thing thart is 


within him, or three wills, is not to be confuted but by Phyſick, or 
by tying himto abjure his folly till he were able to prove it. 

But God by promifing that his Church ſhould abide forever , 
' and that the gates of hell ſhould not prevail againſt it, but that himſelf 


| would be with her to the end of the world, hath ſufficiently confuted 


the vanity of thoſe men, who that they might thruſt themſelves 
into an office, pretend the diſſolution of the very _— ns = 
urch : 


| tions without neceſſity. God called at firſt, and if he had not cal-, A 


fully to be kept till Chriſts ſecond coming; and this Depoſitamis | 


beyond ordinary, as he that will ay he hath two reaſonable ſoules | 


» 
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A | Church : For if the Church remains in her becing, let her cor- 
ruptions be what they will, the ordinary Prophets have power to 

reform them z and if they doe not, every man hath power to com- 

plain, ſo he does it with peace,and modeſty, and truth, and neceſsity. 

2 And there is no need of an extraordinary calling to amend ſuch 8, 
things which are certain, foreſcen events; and ſuch were herefies 
and corruption in dodrine and manners, for which God appointed 
an ordinary Miniſtery to take cogniſance and make a remedy, for | 
which himſelf when he had told us, hereſies muſt needs be ,yer made 
no proviſions extraordinary,but left the Church ſufficiently inſtru- 
B | Red by her Rule, and guided by her Paſtors. 

3 When Chriſt meanes togive us anew Law , then he will give 9 
us anew Prieſthood, a new Miniſtery : One will not be changed 
without the other; God now no more comes in a mighty ruſhing 
winde, bur ina ſtill voice, in the gentle homilics of ordinary Pro- 
phets; and now that the Law by which we are to frame our under- 
ſtandings and our ations is eſtabliſhed, we muſt not expe an A- 
poſtle to corre every abuſe; for if they will not hear Moſes and the 
Prophets, if one ſhould come from the dead or an Angel come 
from heaven, it.is certain they will not be entertained, bur till the | | | 
C | wonder be over, and the curiolity of news be ſatisfied. . | 
. - Againſt this, it is pretended that Chriſt promiſed to be with his | 1g, 
Church for ever , upon condition the Church would do their duty ; | rather 1. 6. 
but they being bura company of men, have power to chooſe, and | 2: 28 
they may chooſe amiſſe; and if all ſhould doe ſo, Chriſts promiſes 
may fail us, though nor fail of their intentions; and then in this caſe 
the Church failing, either there muſt be an extraordinary calling of 
ſingle perſons, or elſe any man may enterinto the ordinary way , | 
which 1s all one with an extraordinary : for it is extraordinary that | 
common perſons ſhould by neceſsiry be drawn into an imployment 
D | which by ordinary vocation they arc not to meddle with. 

Againſt this we can (thanks be to God for it) pretend the expe- II, 
rience of 16ages ; for hitherto it hath ever been in the Chriſtian 
Church, that God hath preſerved a holy Clergy in the ſame pro- 

rtion as he hath preſerved a holy people; never yet were the 
'Clergy all Antichriſtian, in the midſt of Chriſtian Churches , and 
we have no reaſon to fear it will be ſo now, after ſo long an experi- 
ence to expound the promiſes of our Lord to the ſenſe of a perpetu- 
all Miniſtery and a perpetual Church, by the means of ordinary mi- 
niſtrations. 

'E || And how ſhall the Church be ſuppoſed to fail fince God hath | x2, 

made no proviſions for its reſtitution.? For by what means ſhould | 14id. cap. 19. 
the Church be renewed and Chriſtianity reſtored 2 Not by Scri- 
pture £ For we have no certainty that the Scriptures which we have 
ys day , arc the ſame which the Apoſtles ddhirered and ſhall xc- 


Main ſo forever; but onely 1. the reputation and teſtimony of all 
E E3_ ——»> | 
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| tharthe Church tight not fail. For as for the fancy that all mca 


"Cheiſtian Churches, (which ul muttrranſinit the ſaine by acon- 


| yea this gronnd) then alſo we may fear that all the Governours of 
c 


| fionz but rhe Church ſhall goe on upon the ſock of the firſt cgh- 
{ ling, and defignation, which was extraordinary, The Spirit iſſued 


tinuall ſucceſsive reſtimony to the folloiving, or elſe they will be of 
an uncertain faith, ) and 2. the confidence of thedivine providence 
and goodnefſe, who will not letws want what is fit for us, that with- 
out which we cannot attain the end to which in merry he hathde- 
ſigned us. Now the fame Arguments which we have for the conti- 
nuarion of Scripture, we have for rhe perpetuity of a Chriſtian 
Clergy, that is, befides the ſo long aQtuall ſacceſinon and continu- 
ance, we have the goodneſſe- and unalterable ſipcernefſe of the di- 
2 


vine mercies, who will Continue ſuch Miniſteries which tomnſcif hath 
made the ordinary means of falyation; he would not have made 
them the way to heaven and of ordinaty neceffiry it he did not mean | 
to preſerve them: indeed if the ordinary way ſhould fail, God will 
fupply another way to them that doe their dury 3 bur then Scri- 
prure may as well fail as theordinary ſacceſion ofthe Clergy, they 
both were intended bnt as rhe ordinary miniſtcries of ſalvation, and 
if Scripture be kept for the uſe of the Church, iris more likely the 
Church will be preſerved in its neceſſary conſtituent parrs then the 
Scripture; becauſe Scriprureis preſerved for the Church, it is kept 


being free agents may chooſe amilſe; a ethat ; bur chen may 
they not all iſo the corruption or deſtroying of Scripture ? 
yea, but Gbd will preſerve them from that, or will overculc the & 


vent : yta, bur how doe they know that * what revelation havt 
they » yet grant that too, but why then will he not alſo over-rule | 
theeyent in the matter of univerſall Apoſtaſie? for borh of them are 
tnatter of choyce. 


or toJooe their faith, is amoſt unreaſonable ſuppoſition; for ſup- | 
poſing there's a narurall poſſibiliry, yet it is morally impoſkible ;, 
and we may ts well fear that all the men of the world will be viri- 
ous upon the fame teaſon ; forif all the Clergy may, rhen all the 
people may, and 'you may as well poyſon the Sea, az poyſon all the 
ſprings and it is tore likely all the Ideots and the ordinary per- 
ſons in the world ſhould be couſtned out of their religion, then that 
all the wife men and Antiſizes, the Teathers, DotFors, and publick 
Mimfters of teligion . Ahd wheti al men turn Mariners, or 
Aporthecaries,or that all men will live fingle lives, and rurn Monks, 
and ſo endanger the ſpecies of mankind to periſh, (forthere is a great 
fear of that too) that is, when all the world chooſe one thing (tor if 
two men doe, two thouſand may dor it if they will, and ſo may all 


Church may fail, becauſe ſotne doe, and more have, and all 
may till then, there will be no need of an extraordinary commil- 
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out at firſt miraculouſly, and hath continued running ſtill in the firſt 
channcls by ordinary condudts,and in the ſame conveyances ix mutt 
run ſtill, or it cannot without a miracle derive upon us, who ſtand 
at infinite diſtance. from the fountam. Since then chere is now no 
more expeRation ofan extraordinary calling (and to do fo were an 
extraordinary vanity) it femains that the derivation of the miniſte- 


riall power be by in otdinary conveyance. 
The Spirit o God in Scriprute Inch drawn a line, and chalked 14 
out the path that bim(clf mcatt to tread im giving the graces of E 


twelve, (one wherevf was tot) they nor having an exprefie com- 
mand fot the gy of ornacon, to RE as reaſon and 
toon them. They n two perſons, and God 
ny. cor om and to manifeſt it by gr nas. 
the firſt defignartion of the other cleven; and yer had more of the 
extraordinary in it, then could be reaſonably continued in an ordi- 
wy ſucceſſion. The Apoſttes themiclves had not as yet received 
Skill cnough how to officiate in their ordinary miniſtery, becaule rhe 
Holy Ghoſt was noc yer deſcrnded. 
But when the Holy Ghoſt deſcended, then the work was to be- v0 
in; the Apoſtles wanted no power neceſlacy for che main work of | 
Ne Gaipal butuow alſo thry received Commiſsions togdi | 
the Spirit roall ſuch purpoſes to which he was intended. They be- 
fore had the office in themſtlves,bur ic was pot commmncabie ts arters , 
till the Spirit, the anointing from axbove,ranne over to the fringes of 
the Prieſts ents; they had it but in imperfeRion and unaGtive 
facultics , So ſaith Theophylat# : He breathed, mot mow groimg vovhem: | 790901115 


im 20, Fohan. 


he perfe# wift of the Holy Ghoſt, for that ht imtenided 10 grvr at Pemte- | .4uc7 1) 
gs 


t 
coſt > but he prepared thems for the fuller reception-of #. They had the | 4dr Jugs 
ift before, bur not-the perfect conſfummarionof it, that was refer - | 5,117 2.2 
ved for the grear day; and becauſe rhe power of conſecration is the | »57 &vToIs yi- 

T6A&as of perfertion of rhe Prizfely order, it was the eifia- | E77<vTE 
nation ofthis days glory, then was the 1eparr mb reheics, the perke- | Surmer3t- 
Rion of what power Chriſt had formerly conſigned. For of all fa- | #4244 45res , 
rulties, thar 1s not perfect which produces (perfect and exralent rs oy G 
aRions inadireQ line, actions of a particular ſort; burthatwhich | #r«ners; 
produces. the actions, and enables orhers ro dve ſo roo; for then *2:7nfvis, 
the perfection is inherent, not onely formally, but viveaty and emi. j OOO 
wertly; and that's the crown of habirs, and naturall faculnes. -Now 
befides the reaſonableneſlt of che thing,chis wall verified by a cer- 
eainty that will not calily fail us by experience und-rx paſtfarto ; 
| For as we doe noc find the Apoſtles had before Pentecoft a proat- | 
| Hive power which-made rhem call fora miracleqor a ſpeciall provi- 

| dence by lots,ſo we are ſure that immediately after Pentecoſt they : 
| had icrfor they ſpeedily brgan to putir in execurien and itis remar- | 
| kable, that the apoſtles did nor lay frands upon Maithiz fe being | 
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\ | conſecrate the divine myſteries of the holy Church, and becomes (under 


-dont in the College of Jeruſalem, the Apoſtles gave him the right 


#5 ſupernaturall and unſpeakable.He that yeſterday and the day before was 


made Apoſtle before the deſcent of the -Holy Ghoſt:they had no | A 
wer to doc it,they were not yet made Miniſters of the Sprritzwhich | 
ecauſe afterwards preſently they did, concludes fairly that at Pen- 
recoſt they were amongſt other graces made the.ordinary Miniſters of 
Ordination. "2! | 
This Ifay is certain,that the holy Ghoſt deſcending at Pentecoſt, 
they inſtantly did officiate in their miniſteriall offices, they preach- 
ed, they baptized, they confirmed'and gave the holy Spirit of ob- 
fignation, and took perſons into the Lot of their Miniſtery, doing of 
it by an externall rite and folemn invocation : and now the extraor- 
dinary way'did ceaſe; God was the fountain of the power, but man 
conveyed it by an externall rite; And of this Saint Paul who was 
the onely exception from the common way, takes notice ; calling 
himſelf an Apoſtle, not of man, nor by man, but by Feſus Chriſt z im- 
plying that he had a ſpeciall honour done, to be choſen an Apoſtle 
in an extraordinary way ; therefore others might be Apoſtles, and 
yet not ſoas he was z; for elſe his expreſſion had been all one, as if 
one ſhould ſay. Titius the ſonne of a may, not begotten of an Angell, or 
Spirit, nor produced by the Sunne or Starre, but begotten by a man of a wo- 
mans :thediſcourle had been ridiculous, for no man is born other- 
wiſez» and- yet he alſo had ſomething of the ordinary too; for | C 
in an extraordinary mannet he was fſcnt'to-be ordained in an ordi- 
nary miniſtery. And yet. becauſe the ordinary miniſtery was ſetled, 
Saint. Pawl was called to anaccount for ſo much of itas was extra- 
ordinary z and was tycd to doc that which every man now is bound 
to doe, that ſhall pretend a calling extraordinary, viz. to give ay 
extraordinary pes: of his extraordinary calling : which when he had 


hand of fellewſhip., \ and approved his vocation z which alſo'ſhews , 
thatnow the way of Ordination was. fixed and. declared to-be by 
humane miniſtery ; of which I need no. other proof but the inſtan- 
ces of Ordinations recorded in Scripture, and the xo iſtaxces to the 
contrary, but of Saint Paul, whoſe defignation was as inunediate as 
thatof the 11 Apoſtles, though his Ordination was nor. I end this 
with the ſaying of Fob the Monk:Concernine the Order of Prieſt hood it 


in the form of 1deots, and private perſons, to day by the power of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and the woice of the chief Prieſt, and laying on of hands , re- 
ceives ſo great au improvement and alteration, that he handles and can 
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Chriſt) a Mediator LR nd ] between God and man, and exaltedto 


hallow himſelf and [anfifie others : The ſame almoſt with the words 
of Gregory Nyſen, in his book De ſanto baptiſmate. 
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the Office Miniſterial, 


A 


Thisis the ſumme of the preceding diſcourſes z God is the Con- 
ſecrator z man is the Miniſter ; rhe ſeparation is myſterious and 
wonderfull ; the power great and ſecret; the office, to ſtand be- 
tween God and the people, 1n the miniſtery of the Evangelicall 
rites z4he —_ ro it ordinary,and by a ſetled Miniſtery, which be- 
gan after the deſcent of the holy Ghoſt in Pentecoſt. 

This great change was in nothing expreſled greater, then that 
Saul upon his Ordination changed his name, which Saint Chryſs- 
ſtome obſerving, affirms the ſame of S. Peter, I conclude, Differen- 
tiam inter ordinem & plebem conſtituit Eccleſia amhoritas & honor per 


ordints conſeſſum ſanttificatus a Deo, ſaith Tertullian, The authority of 


the whole Church of God hath made diſtinction between the perſon ordai- 
ned and the people, but the honour and piwey of it is derived from the 


| ſanttification of God : Ir is derived from him, but conveyed by an 


ordinary Miniſtcry of his appvinting:Whofoever therefore with un- 
I" hw way Amon ror roo ſhall dare to _— in 
the miniſterial oftce, fepatate by God,by gifts ces, ick 
order, by an cftabliſhed rite, by the or Aon of Jefus, 7 S de- 
ſcent of the holy Ghoſt, by the word of God, by the praftiſe of the 
Apoſtles, by the pradtife of fixteenages of the Cathofick Churchi, 
by the neceſſity of the thing, by _—_ analogy to the difcour(c 
of all the wiſe men that ever were in the world; that man like his 
predeceſfor Corah brings an unhallowed Cenfer , which ſhall never 
{end up a right cloud of incenſe to God, but yet that unpermitted, 
and diſallowed ſmoak ſhall kindle a fire , even the wrath of God 
which ſhall at leaſt deſtroy tht facrifice : His work fhall be conſunntd, 
and when upon his repentance himſelf eſcapes, yet it ſhall be ſo «s by 


fir e, that ls, with danger, and loſle, and ame, andtroublc. For 


our God us a conſuming fire. 


Remember Corah and all his company. 
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The End. 
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The Pygnter to the Reader. 
THe abſence of the Author, and his incon- 


venient diſtance from London, hath occa- 
ſioned ſome lefler eſcapes in the impreſsion of 
theſe Sermons , and the Diſcourſe annexed. 
The Printer thinks it the beſt inſtance of par- | 
donifhis Eſcapes be not layd uponthe Au= 
thor, and he hopes they are no greater then an 
ordinary underſtanding may amend,and alit- 
| tle charity may forgive. 


